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IF YOU HAVE ANY 
DOUBT AS TO IF IT 

WAS A FUN 
DAY...CHECK 

THESE SMILES! 

TWO GREAT EVENTS DURING MARCH!!! 

AFTERNOON MEETING A SMASHING SUCCESS!! 

RECORD NUMBER OF SCOUTS/YE MISSIONS FLOWN!!! 

APRIL 8TH IS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
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From the President’s Cockpit:  ROCH LaROCCA 
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Now I know how to have an 
EAA meeting!  What a GREAT 
turnout of aircraft, members, 
and guests for the March 
meeting.  We saw almost 
every type of homebuilt from a 
Breezy to a Pulsar as well as a 
YAK Russian trainer showed 
up.  I really want to express 
my thanks to all of you that 
flew in for the day.  I think we 
had about 14 aircraft.  It really 
added a great aspect to the 
gathering though I was sad to 
not see any canards but “Our 
day will come!” 

Roger Williamson gave a great indoor and out-
door presentation of his Subaru powered original 

design homebuilt aircraft.  From the attendance 
and the questions that were asked, I think we 
were all interested because it seems to be a less 
expensive way of getting a plane into the air. 

I hope we can get another awesome showing of 
aircraft at the pancake breakfast this month.  

Our “meeting” will be strictly be a time to fellow-
ship and talk about building and flying as well as 
looking at some aircraft flown in by our mem-
bers.  There will not be a formal presentation but 
I assure you there will be plenty of good pan-
cakes so come out and have a relaxing morning.  
If my plans go as expected, I should be in Lake-
land, FL for the Sun-n-Fun fly-in so our vice 
president, Karl Buttstadt will be the man to talk 
to if you about any Chapter business Saturday 
morning. 
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At this time, I don’t have the final Young Eagle 
count, but I saw hundreds of Boy Scouts get air-

plane rides from our extremely devoted Young 
Eagle pilots.  I just wanted to really thank all of 
you that volunteered your time and aircraft to 
introduce those kids to aviation.  Young Eagles 

is such a great program that we should all sup-
port and be proud of.  I was at Hondo with the 
Air Force T-1 and we had a whole lot of kids 
come through our plane.  I love to see the ex-
citement and answer the questions of kids who 
truly have a love of aviation.  It was a great day 
and the burgers were outstanding. 

 

 431 YOUNG EAGLES WITH  
  FOUR AIRPLANES  
   BY BRAD DOPPELT   

Low clouds again! It was beginning to look like 
a repeat of last year’s event. The hopes of a 
clear sky with plenty of planes began to disap-
pear as we started the 2nd Annual Aviation 
Merit Badge and Young Eagles Flight Rally on 
March 18th. 

I had flown in the night before the event to see 
where I could help and to make sure we had at 
least one other airplane at Hondo – just in case 
the weather didn’t cooperate. As it turned out I 
was one of four airplanes flying Young Eagles 
that were already at Hondo, ready to fly. Morn-
ing came and so did the low clouds. At about 
9:00 AM the ceiling was at 2,000 feet and we 
began flying 500 Boy Scouts with four planes. 
Larry Meredith was flying his Cherokee 140, 
Eddie O’Connor was flying a Cessna 206, Mon-
roe Frerich was flying his Cherokee Six, and I 
was flying a Cessna 172. Jim Feighny came in 
a little later with his Stinson which proved to be 
a welcome addition since Larry’s Cherokee be-
gan having electrical problems which put him 
out for the rest of the day. Steve Carlson came 
by and flew the 172 for a couple of hours so I 
could make sure the rest of the operation was 
running smoothly. 

We just kept flying all day long, fourteen Young 
Eagles per four-plane sortie, stopping for about 
half an hour to eat lunch. With only four planes 
we had to stay in the pattern to maximize the 
number of Young Eagles flown. At about 7:00 
PM it got too dark to fly. The wind was strong 
and favored runway 13 which is not lighted. 
When all was said and done we had flown 431 
Young Eagles. There were about 60 from 
Houston that we had to turn away.  

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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431 YOUNG EAGLES WITH FOUR AIRPLANES  BY BRAD DOPPELT 
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We said we would fly the rest in April or May 
so that everyone could get a flight.   

Even though we had a great response from 
pilots, the weather kept most away. Next year 
we will invite everyone to fly in the night be-
fore so we can gain the upper hand on the 
weather. Next year promises to be an even 
bigger event so we will need even more pilots 
and volunteers. 

Thanks to all the pilots and volunteers who 
stayed with us throughout the ten hours of flying. 
The volunteers kept everyone safe throughout 
the day. The civil air patrol marshaled all of 
the planes. My wife made sure all of the kids 
got on the right planes and suffered through 
many impatient Boy Scouts (and adults) 
some of whom spent several hours waiting in 
line. My two sons made sure all of the paper-
work was complete and printed out certifi-
cates. John Killian provided his motor home 
for us to work out of. Many more volunteers 
provided their time throughout the day. 

At the end of the day we were all glad it was 
over. We did the best we could with what we 
had, and in the end I think we did an awe-
some job. Thanks again to all who volun-
teered. Next year we should have more 
planes – weather permitting. 

Brad 

 
Bryan R. Tobias 

A&P/ IA/ DME/ FCC 

Airframe and Powerplant Examiner - Central & South Texas Area 

A&P Exams, IA Training, Troubleshooting Concepts, FAA Enforcement Train-
ing, Professional Consulting, Inspections 

210-828-2086 

http:/ / www.solar-system.com/ avtest.html 

 2030 First Avenue 

Tobias Aerospace Services 

Heli-Jet Instruments Service, Co. 

1513 2nd Street Suite A     Pleasanton, TX 78064 

Telephone:       (830) 569-6101 

Fax:                   (830) 569-6151 

email: helijetinstruments@yahoo.com 

web-site: www.helijetinstruments.com 
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Calling All Volunteers:   SWRFI IS HERE 
BY NORRIS WARNER 
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It’s true that Volunteers at a fly-in have the 
most fun!   You’ll have a chance to meet 
some really interesting airplane people who 
will really make your day! 

EAA Chapter 35 has the bulk of the volun-
teers available for this multi-state event and 
so we must ask every available member to 
lend a hand.  We will have an information 
meeting at Hondo in the Killian hangar at 
10:30 on Saturday, Apr 22 and a full workday 
at Hondo on Sat, May 6 beginning at 9 AM.  
In addition, we will have the final setup work 
beginning at 9 AM on Wed, May 10.  If that 
isn’t enough, we have the teardown and stor-
age of materials on Sun, May 14 beginning 
early in the morning and ending with a free 
lunch for the volunteers at 12 Noon.  A free 
lunch will also be provided for volunteers on 
Wed and Thurs.  

Volunteers must provide their name, phone 
number and e-mail address so that a master 
list of volunteers can be compiled.  This list 
will be at the main entry gate to the fly-in and 
all persons so listed will be directed to the 
volunteer tent where they will be given a 
wristband. 

Everyone attending will be asked to pay the 
$2 parking fee, but you will be allowed to 
park very close to the main entry gate.  You 
must tell the Police Explorer Scouts who col-
lect the parking fee that you are a volunteer 
and wish to be directed to volunteer parking.    

 

 

 

 

We need volunteers in the  

following areas:  

Tram drivers – drive new Kubota tractors 
on the flight line starting Thursday Noon 
through Sunday mid morning.  Shifts will be 
scheduled for 3-hour periods; so many, 
many drivers are needed. 

Van Drivers- shuttle folks around the 
Hondo area in new vans – Thursday Noon 
through Sunday mid morning.  Shifts will be 
scheduled for 3-hour periods.  With two 
vans, we will need a substantial number of 
volunteer drivers. 

Booth workers – Information booth, Pilot 
Registration – Thursday Noon through Satur-
day evening.  

Gate monitors – to check for wristbands – 
Thursday Noon through Saturday 5 PM. 

Operation Thirst – drive a golf cart carry-
ing water to volunteers (assisting Richard 
Gramling and Jim Munro).  Thursday Noon 
through Saturday 5 PM. 

Volunteers for the food service hangar 
on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  
Here are the times:   

Thursday:  Before 10:00 a.m. and again                 
         between 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Friday:       Before 10:00 a.m. and again          
         between 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday:  Before 10:00 a.m. and again           
         between 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday:     Anytime in the morning 

CONITINUED NEXT PAGE 



 

 

The basic duties will be to sweep the floor 
and mop if and when necessary.  It likely will 
take less than a half-hour each visit for two 
volunteers. 

If you can help, please respond by calling 
Norris 210.363.1282, Joanne 830.510.4334 as 
soon as possible.  Our e-mail is njwar-
ner@ev1.net 

Other miscellaneous jobs that always need 
to be done will be scheduled by the volun-
teer booth so please come by when your 
shifts are over and let us know that you are 
available. 

 

 

 

Hello All 

Do you folks in Chapter 35 remember me?  
Oscar Olszewski?  My computer was a casualty 
of hurricane IVAN in Sep 2004, but I’m now up 
again.  My e-mail address is angel-
ica_and_oscar_olszewski@msn.com.  I have 
some really good news.  I am married!  I found 
the love of my life in the air somewhere between 
Mexico City and Atlanta at 37,000 feet.  I read 
Alex Roca's article on flying his Zodiac to Mex-
ico City in the EAA 35 Newsletter.  That is where 
Angelica, my wife, is from.  It was interesting 
reading about the flight to the Mexico City air-
port.  I traveled there a few times.  It is a differ-
ent world!  The big smoky blob is not an exag-
geration.  The contamination and pollution there 
is horrendous!  It can be 30 times the legal limits 
that are applied her in USA.  They say, “What 
doesn’t kill you will make you stronger,” but toxic 
aerosol?  GEEEZ!!!!  My wife and two children 
are all here in Pensacola with me.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They have their Green Cards and Social Secu-
rity numbers now.  That in itself was a feat.  
Homeland Security is not easy to do business 
with, but they do manage to complete their tasks 
as they promise for immigration, drivers’  licenses, 
and social security cards.  I missed the ole gang of 
EAA 35.  I had four hurricanes to deal with and am 
getting pretty tired of them.  Ivan, Arlene, Dennis and 
Katrina.  My life here has been a simple, “If you 
don’t want adventure, don’ t relax!!”   There is some-
thing to be said about “Keeping Busy.”   

 Editor’s Note:  Oscar was our newsletter editor for 
a few months until his work to him to Florida.  He is 
also remembered for the Yankee aircraft he rented to 
fly Young Eagles—remember the “ Thunderbird” -like 
paint job? 
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SWRFI VOLUNTEERS, CONTINUED  

 

2006 Membership Directory 
Our just-published new directory is 
available at the Club House during 
our pancake breakfast on Saturday.   

Be certain to pick up the copy with 
your mailing label on it!!! 

A VOICE FROM THE PAST :  “ Big O”  
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