
 

 

CONFESSIONS OF A NOT SO YOUNG EAGLE 

On the Web:  

WWW.EAA35.ORG 

By Michael Landis 

As a new member to EAA 35 
(3months), and a low time (10.2 
hours) student pilot, when the op-
portunity came up to help at the 
Hondo Boy Scout Aviation Badge 
Day I wasn’t sure that there would 
be much for me that I could do. I 
contacted John Latour to see if 
there was anything that my wife 
Beth and I could be of help with, 
and he graciously responded and 
gave several options for areas we 
could help. Not knowing much 
about any of the areas, we asked 
to be a part of helping with getting 
the Young Eagles to the airplanes. 

When we showed up to the airfield 
that day we were pointed in the di-
rection of where the flights would 
be taking place, so we positioned 
ourselves there and asked the first 
person that looked like they were 
in charge how we could be of help. 
I knew that Jody Doppelt had 
probably done this many times be-
fore with Brad and so she was the 
one I considered knowledgeable. 
She made the suggestion that I 
could help by determining the next 
group of boys for the next flight. So 
with that we were off and running. 

For the next 9 hours I was able to 
get experience that probably 
helped me more than the Young 
Eagles. I watched as 7 airplanes, 
with I believe 9 pilots, work endur-

ingly to give wings to these young 
boys. I watched volunteers like 
Jody, Beth, and Ed Seurer, work 
tirelessly at getting boys lined up, 
paper work done, and ready to go, 
while I got to play for 9 hours. I 
was able to monitor the CTAF and 
hear the radio calls of the pilots as 
they called their positions in the 
pattern. (A help to a student pilot 
that gets a brain cramp as soon as 
he pushes the push-to-talk button) 
I watched as the temperature be-
gan to warm during the day and 
see the effects of the lower density 
on the lift of the aircraft. 
(Experience that backs up what the 
books say) I was able to do a quick 
guestimate, weight and balance for 
each plane. (Not always success-
fully) 

All in all it was a rewarding day. I 
heard many excited boys as they 
came off the airplanes. Awesome 
was used quite often. I know that 
there were other volunteers that 
worked in other areas that I didn’t 
mention, and it was mentioned 
several times by Scoutmasters of 
their appreciation for the hard work 
of all involved. We have a chapter 
of people that we can be proud of. 
Thanks John, Brad and Debbie for 
letting me help, and thanks to the 
pilots for putting up with me. 
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THANK YOU LETTER FOR HONDO AVIATION DAY 

By Brian Scheffler  
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By John Latour 

Thanks to the members of EAA Chapter 35 for 
volunteering and/or attending our Fourth Annual 
Hondo Aviation day. The Leadership (Debbie 
Cherry, John & Jesse Killian, etc.) of Hondo 
Aviation Day (HAD) appreciates your support. 
They congratulate you for making it a successful 
event, March 15. 

Two Thousand Eight’s Fourth Hondo Aviation 
Day (Fly-In) is a huge success. The Hondo Mu-
nicipal Airport is the host of 1,000 Boy Scouts, 
Scout Master, relatives, friends and volunteers. 
Our EAA Chapter 35 provides major supporter 
to Fly-In with airplanes, pilots and volunteers. 
The Chapter 35 mission is to help train Boy 
Scouts on aviation and airplanes. This allows 
them to earn an Aviation Merit Badge. 

MAJOR PROGRAM INSTRUCTORS: Brad Dop-
pelt, Julius Braun and John Siemens are major 
HAD program instructors. Brad led his team of 
Young Eagles. Julius led educational program 
on Airplane Instruments. John Siemens and 
Bryan Dennison led educational program on 
Aviation and Airplanes. They provided Boy 
Scouts with an excellent program. Elaine 
Stephens led her team in Model Airplanes. They 
design, built and test flew model airplanes in 
wind tunnel. Maarten Versteeg overlook test of 
multiple designs. Jim Havens, Charlie Brame 
and Harry Cook display their airplanes in Static 
Display. Jaime Carrion led the event. 

PILOTS & AIRPLANES: We also supported the 
Hondo Boy Scouts & Young Eagles Fly-In with 
three pilots and airplanes. Brad Doppelt, Danny 
Beavers and Doug Apsey led our support. They 
drew from Chapter 35 Loyalty, Courage and En-
ergy in flying Boy Scouts Young Eagles with 865 
participants watching performance. 

STATIC DISPLAY: Charlie Brame, Vans RV-6A, 
Jim Havens, RANS S-18 Stinger and Harry 
Cook’s Tommy Hawk, supported Jaime Carrion 
with airplanes for Static Display educational pro-
gram. Charlie and Jim briefed us earlier as pro-
gram speakers on their airplanes. I knew very 

little of Harry’s Tommy Hawk airplane. Harry 
Cook said, “The airplane is a "Tommy Hawk" 
(Modified HATZ Classic) built by Woody Haston 
(of Geronimo, TX) and Tommy Anderson, com-
pleted in 1999. The Tommy Hawk has a 125hp 
Lycoming 0290G, with custom features to make 
it look like a WWI era German Albatross. The 
22" wheels are converted motorcycle wheels 
with custom Cleveland Brakes. The plane has 
an intercom and Microcom 760 com radio.” The 
Boy Scouts absorb every word of these senior 
airplane buffs. Another airplane on display was a 
CAP Helicopter that drew much attention. 

TEE SHIRTS: Roxanne Beavers’ sales perform-
ance of Young Eagles Tee Shirts was out-
standing. She grosses over $600. Bob Guthrie 
and Norris Warner did assist in promoting the 
Tee Shirts.   Because of her pride in salesman-
ship, Roxanne walked away with sizeable sales 
contribution for Chapter 35. 

SJ-30 SINO SWEARINGEN/CONTINENTAL 
MODEL RAFFLE: John Siemens helped us in 
raffle of SJ-30 model airplane. Jamie Carrion 
donated four Continental Model airplanes for raf-
fle. Someone walked away with five great disk 
top model airplanes. Hondo Aviation Day leader-
ship donated raffle returns to EAA Chapter 35. 

VERY SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER: This year’s 
special speaker is Colonel Chris P. Weggeman. 
He is Commander of the 12th Operations Group, 
12th Flying Training Wing, Randolph AFB. His 
presentation far exceeds the hot afternoon 
weather. This is the second consecutive year 
Colonel Weggeman briefed Boy Scouts on his 
aviation experience. We are grateful for Colonel 
Weggeman to brief Scouts during his transition 
period of reassignment. 

VOLUNTEERS: Chapter 35 offered many volun-
teers for Boy Scouts Hondo Fly-In.  My favorite 
habit is to talk about our volunteers. Usually it 
gets me in trouble. I eliminate the name of a key 
member. Nevertheless, it does not prevent me 
from trying to identify our gracious members. 
Please bear with me if I eliminate your name 
(Continued on Page 11) 
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NEWSCLIPS 

WIN THIS VINTAGE BIPLANE 

By John Latour, Chapter President 

PEDAL EAGLE Wood Biplane – N910WA 

The pedal eagle was built and donated by 

 Ted Eckhardt 

Single Seat 

Wing Span – 4 ft 

Cord – 10 in 

Aerobatics Limited to Ground Loops 

For 3-7 yr Old Pilots 

RAFFLE in JUNE 14 MEETING 

Donations 

$0.25 per Ticket or Five for $1.00 

Call 830 612-2232 for Tickets 

EAA CHAPTER 35 BOARD MEETING 

By Doug Apsey, Chapter Secretary 

The Board of Directors of Chapter 35 hereby 
announces that a meeting of the Board is 
schedule for 10:00A.M. on Saturday, April 12, 
2008 at San Geronimo Airpark. The meeting 
is for the purpose of considering and approv-
ing, among other things, the chapter’s finan-
cial and business review for the first quarter of 
2008. 

By Order of the Board 

Doug Apsey 

Chapter Secretary 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST APRIL 12TH 

By John Latour, Chapter President 

We invite you to visit EAA Chapter 35 for a 
Pancake Breakfast / Fly-In, April 12, 2008. 
Check us out for a day of food, fun and avia-
tion & airplane activities. Join us for pancakes 
from 10:00A.M. – Noon. Stay for Fly-In until 
2:00P.M. 

We need you. You need pancakes. What bet-
ter excuse could there be to fly over to San 
Geronimo Airpark? The Pancake crew will be 
serving hot pancakes and showing off air-
planes for all to see. 

  

When: April 12 

Time: 10:00A.M. For Pancakes & Fly-In until 
2:00P.M. 

Where: EAA Chapter 35 Clubhouse @ San 
Geronimo Airpark 

K8T8, 29-30-37.8290N / 098-47-54.0910W 

San Geronimo Airpark 
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Mark Brown and Freda Jones pass us by 

NEWSCLIPS (CONTINUED) 

COZY MK.IV ELECTRONIC POH 

By Steve Jones 

Drew Chaplin, Cozy builder, has won permis-
sion from Aircraft Spruce & Specialty Com-
pany, (http://www.aircraftspruce.com) to pub-
lish an electronic version of the Cozy Mk.IV 
Pilot’s Operating Handbook. 

It’s published in Microsoft Word 2003 format, 
and is available for download from his site at 
http://www.cozy1200.com/geeklog/index.php?
topic=POH, or by following this shorter URL: 
http://tinyurl.com/yos3m9. 

THANK YOU FROM OUR LAWYER 

By Norris Warner, Board Advisor 

Ms Arthur has published several articles in 
Sport Aviation which have assisted many EAA 
Chapters in gaining their tax-free status.  
Moreover she is an airline pilot!  Joanne and I, 
having completed our chapter's 'end of proba-
tionary period' report, were very pleased and 
grateful to have Ms Arthur review our work.  
Ms. Arthur is an attorney who does only 
501(c)3 work--and for EAA is doing work pro-
bono  

Background: Norris had bought the last re-
maining DeGroot Mesquite chapter logo carv-
ing, and sent it to the gracious lass as a token 
or our appreciation.   
           ________________________ 

From: Arthurlawoffices@aol.com 
Sent: Friday, March 21, 2008 9:15 PM 
To: njwarner@hctc.net 
Subject: Mesquite Carving 
 
Hi Norris:   I just picked up my mail and I love 
the mesquite carving!   I have a frame stand 
in my office I've been waiting to use and this 
will fit perfectly. I have a shelf on one of the 
bookcases where I put sentimental items from 
clients and colleagues. This will look great 
there!   I hope all is well. I'll be travelling to 
Colorado in early May, and will be driving 
through Bandera County on the way.   Let me 
know if there is anything else I can do for you 
or the chapter.   Patti  
Patti Arthur, Esq.  
 
The Law Offices of Patricia J. Arthur 
P.O. Box 28 
Salida, CO 81201 
719-539-7050  
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By Dean Kennedy 

Biography: 

Dean Kennedy flew P-47s with the 86th Fighter 
Group, 526th Squadron in Italy, France and Ger-
many 1944-1945. The photographs of the Thun-
derbolt art were taken during that period. 

Dean grew up in Wyoming. His career in the Air 
Force included over 200 combat missions in 
Vietnam with the 361st Tactical Electronic War-
fare Squadron. Among his medals are the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, 2 Bronze Stars and 11 
Air Medals.  

Dean served a tour as an Assistant Air Attache 
to Great Britain, was on the faculty of the Air 
War College and spent four years on the Agena 
satellite program. His last assignment was with 
the Electronic Systems Division where he re-
tired, traveled America for a year then moved to 
San Antonio, Texas where he and Bettye, his 
wife for 62 years live except for summers in 
Wyoming.  Dean continues: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some stories are better told in pictures. These 
are authentic--they were taken in Europe during 
World War II at three different stations, Pisa, It-
aly, Tantonville, France, and Gross Gerau in 

Germany. The planes all belong to the 86th 
Fighter Group, and the logos of the 525th, 526th 
and 527th Squadrons are shown on the Group 
logo on Page 7. 

 

WHAT WERE THOSE FIGHTER PILOTS THINKING ABOUT? 
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(Continued from Page 6) 

This shot of me will give an idea of the scale 
and also happens to have our Group logo 
painted on the side.  The 86th Group was acti-
vated with 51s and that is what they flew in 
Northern Africa, but changed to P-47s by the 
time I joined the 
group in Italy.  
The symbolism is 
of a "Mustang" 
sliding down a 
bomb. 

Dean returns for 
part two of this 
photo essay 
next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2008 Dean Kennedy, used by 
permission. 

WHAT WERE THEY THINKING? (CONTINUED) 
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