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By Kris Niswonger 

When the power goes out in flight, 
it doesn’t have to end in a crash.  
Planes fly fine with the engine off. I 
have read many accident reports 
and pilot accounts of death and 
injury due to nothing more than 
power going out unexpectedly in 
flight. In many cases, the 
conclusion could be downright 
uneventful. There are times when 
a crash can’t be avoided, such as 
power out on takeoff, or when 
you’re over inhospitable terrain 
such as mountains — your job is 
to manage your remaining energy, 
and fly the plane. Don’t stall! 

Prevent a forced landing before 
you fly. Perform a common-sense 
pre-flight and test the engine, 
especially if you’re going to carry 
passengers. Is it leaking oil? Does 
it run rough during run-up? Are the 
engine instruments in the green 
range? Is the fuel flowing and is it 
clean and free of water and 
contaminants? It’s always better to 
avoid a forced landing while you’re 
still on the ground. A long run-up 
could reveai an overlooked fuel 
valve or water in the lines. 

Knowledge is your friend. Know 
your aircraft’s best glide speed and 
glide ratio. You’ll find it in the POH. 
While flying, think in terms of 
available range for power-off 
landing. If your lift to drag ratio is 

5:1 and you’re flying at 5,000 feet, 
you can land up to 25,000 feet 
from your current position. 

Fly Defensively. Exercise good 
situational awareness. Be on the 
lookout for landing sites during all 
phases of flight. Find the Nearest 
feature on your GPS, and see 
where your GPS wants to take 
you. The key to flying safely over 
inhospitable terrain is altitude. The 
higher you are, the more landing 
sites you have at your disposal. 

Get experience. Practice power-
off landings with a flight simulator. 

And then it happens. Planes fly 
differently with no power. The 
prop, if windmilling, will produce 
substantial drag, and this will affect 
your glide ratio.  Many planes will 
fiy themselves. The nose will pitch 
down and the plane will establish a 
glide. However, if necessary, be 
ready to push the nose over 
yourself. Resist the urge to 
maneauver or turn back. Any turns 
should be flat and gentle. Your 
best chance of preventing a 
stall/spin scenario is to keep the 
wings level and land as close to 
straight ahead as practical. Now, if 
time permits, try a restart. At all 
times, be ready to continue the 
approach to a safe landing. Make 
your final approach high. You can 
always slip to lose altitude, but you 
can never get it back.  Fly safe! 
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JIM FEIGHNY’S UPDATE FROM THE EAST COAST      

By Jim Feighny 

Just a quick note after Thanksgiving Day to let 
you know how this transplant from south Texas 
is doing in the fast and furious world of the east 
coast…just fine thank you. 

I completed my right knee replacement surgery 
on the 8th of November, spent the first couple of 
nights wondering just what I had done…but it 
started getting better pretty fast.  I spent 4 days 
in hospital probably should have done 5 or 6, but 
Walter Reed is a very tough place to be.  My 
roomy, a guard truck driver from Michigan was 
hit on the 14th of Oct by a road side bomb…lost 
most of a hand and some of his calf muscles, 
was a motivator and a cause for serious 
reflection on just what is really important.  
Suffice it to say, I visit him when ever I go up for 
PT, I am hopeful for his recovery, but I also 
know it is a lifetime process for him and his 
family…I don’t get a feeling that they really 
understood that though. 

I got my staples out on the 22nd, and have full 
extension and about 75 degrees of movement 
back…need to get to 90 plus in order to meet 
the fully rehabbed state.  I can make it with a 
little help, so I am confident that I will be fully 

recovered in a few weeks. 

Janet is doing well and is settled into to her 
world of AFIP.  She even signed up for Air War 
College…who da thought?  

I have made a good start on my BK 1.3.  Bruce 
has been most helpful and the rest of the “Beta” 
builders are all strung out along the process so 
there is no shortage of help.  I have my spars, 
spar caps, spar webs, intercostals all cut out and 
have some of the pieces polished and smoothed 
for fit up.  I will get back to work on it later this 
week as my weekly schedule for the next month 
is 6 hours of PT and 6 hours of fitness training 
along with I trip to the store.  I have my “shop” 
set up in the basement…lots of room and will be 
comfortable when those winter winds/snow start 
to blow. 

Well gang, I hope you all had a good 
Thanksgiving; we have a lot to be thankful for.  
Keep those kids in the desert and around the 
world in your prayers.  Tell your friends and 
children to get out and vote.  

Take care and regards to you all, 

Jim Feighny and Janet Shaw 

Potomac, MD 
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By: Roch LaRocca     

November was a busy month and 
I’m really sorry if you missed the 
Chili cookoff at the November 
meeting.  We had a record number 
of pots of chili, (7) which were all 
pretty much cleaned out by the 
hungry crowd.  The voting was 
close but David Talley came out on 
top and claimed the big prize.  
Thanks again for everyone coming 
out and supporting the cookoff in so 
many ways. 

Chris Niswonger put on an 
outstanding presentation about 
engine-out operations that spurred 
a lot of discussion from the audience.  It was 
nice to have an interactive crowd because there 
is so much wisdom and experience is out there 
that needs to be shared with others.  Don 
Copeland also shared his recent engine failure 
experience that added much to the presentation. 

Don’t forget that the first 2007 board meeting will 
be at 4:00 PM prior to the meeting on January 
13th.  We are planning a 5:30 dinner/ 7:00 
presentation for that Jan meeting but I still do 
not have the meal put together.  If you are 
interested in putting together a meal, please let 
me know as soon as you can.  

The 2006 Christmas party is upon us and we still 
have tickets left to sell so please get them 
ASAP.  It will be on 9 December with 
refreshments at 6:30 and dinner at 7:00.  Each 
person will need to bring a small gift for the gift-
exchange after dinner.  Tickets are $20 each 
and can be purchased from me by sending a 
check to me written out to EAA Chapter 35 or 

just give me a call/email and I will set you up  

and get a check from you later. Mail checks to: 

    Roch LaRocca 

    17111 Blanco Park Cove 

    San Antonio, TX 78248  

    rocbar@sbcglobal.net              210-408-7964 

We will be putting together the 2007 meeting 
schedule soon so if you have a presentation that 
you would like to present next year, please let 
me know so I can get you on the schedule.  We 
have also had some board members move away 
and resign so there are some openings.  If you 
are interested in making a difference and having 
a bigger part in the Chapter, please let me know.  
If you don’t come to me, I may be coming to you 
anyway.  Thanks again for all you do. 

Fly Safe, 

Roch LaRocca 

James Haven’s S-18 Stinger 
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  NEWS CLIPS 

 

 

By Steve Jones 

And the winner is…Dave Talley. 

Of course, he won’t reveal the secret 
ingredient to anyone.  I Think Benjamin 
Franklin said it best: “Three can keep a 
secret, if two of them are dead.”  Dave did 
note that critters WERE harmed in the making 
of his chili, but only after living an idyllic, 
organic, purpose-filled life on the range. 

 

 

By Roch LaRocca 

Chicken Chardonnay 

penne pasta, roma tomatoes, grilled 
spinach, sautéed mushrooms  

with a creamy chardonnay sauce 

Grilled Vegetable Medley 

Fresh Garden Salad 

Garlic Bread 

Chocolate Dream Pie 

pecan crust, cream cheese filling, 
chocolate pudding,  

chocolate chips and pecans 

Ice Tea/Coffee 

By Norris Warner 

Chapter Board Meeting Scheduled 

President Roch LaRocca has called a Board 
of Directors meeting for 4:00 PM, Saturday 
January 13, just before our regular meeting. 

All chapter members are encouraged to 
attend, and you will be able to speak, though 
you will not be able to vote. 

The board conducts all of the business of the 
chapter, except the election of officers, which 
will take place in November of 2007. 

Roch will have an agenda in the January 
Newsletter.  Please plan to attend. 

By Norris Warner. 

There are still a few banquet tickets available 
for our wonderful party on December 9th.  
And, once you attend, you’ll swear never to 
miss one again. 

The social hour starts at 6:00 PM or so, and 
you may bring your favorite beverage.  You 
will be served a scrumptious meal at your 
table at 7:00 PM, and the riotous gift 
exchange follows.  Also, for each ticket 
purchased, please bring a wrapped gift for the 
gift exchange. 

Please get in touch with President Roch 
LaRocca today to arrange for your tickets.  He 
can be reached at 210.408.7964 or by e-mail 
rochar@sbcglobal.net. 
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