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the engine is loaded up or shock
cooled, then you may find yourself
between a rock and hard place
(literally) when you apply power to
go around.

By Kris Niswonger
Safety Does Matter

There is a difference between
operating a machine, and flying an
aircraft. Procedures are great, but
understanding the forces, (lift,
gravity, thrust and drag) and then
applying that knowledge to the rea
world, is what makes us true pilots,
and not just machine operators.

Part of the FAA flight training for
PPL is practicing emergency
landing procedures. This is always
done with the engine rpm reduced
to idle to simulate an engine out
scenario. Even this can be
potentially dangerous, because if
you misjudge your approach and

Using a flight simulator is really the
only truly safe way to practice
| power off landings. Fly safe!

X-Plane Vari-Eze
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WHAT A PARTY!

By Norris Warner

A clubhouse full of Christmas spirit and great
camaraderie made for a wonderful evening at
our annual banquet. The building—both inside
and out—decorated by Nancy Mason and her
super crew of elves set the scene that we so
enjoyed.

The social hour included the famous Shirley
Baker punch, and a variety of wines furnished by
Al Almond and the Warners. Handshakes and
hugs all around put everyone in a festive mood.

As the dining hour approached, President Roch
led us in a very meaningful prayer, and then the
food was served. And served in real style by
gents and ladies in black and whites—it simply
could not have been more professionally
presented. And the food! Everyone agreed that
the quality of the food was superb, and even
“seconds” were available for the hearty eaters
(Dave Talley, et al). The desert was especially
well received, but was so very rich that no one
asked for more. Good—Very, Very good!

President Roch recognized the Young Eagle

pilots and ground crew who have done so much
for that valuable program. Some of the numbers
of youngsters flown were almost beyond belief.
Certainly, the chapter—and indeed the flying
community—owe Brad & Jodi Doppelt and their
sons a great debt of gratitude.

Two other awards were presented by Roch for
superior service to the chapter. These worthy
recipients (to no one’s surprise) were Nancy
Mason and Joanne Warner.

And then the fun began. The hilarious gift
exchange chaired by Dave Baker kept everyone
in stitches. Dave has an unequaled knack for
this master of ceremonies job, and the
clubhouse really rocked for an hour or so. The
quality of the gifts exchanged seemed to set a
new high mark, with many items obviously
bought at the Pilot Shop, along with a half dozen
or so of wooden biplanes, which were a very
hot, often traded item.

Thanks to all of you who attended, and for the
rest of the membership, well, put this event on
your 2007 calendar now—you do not want to
miss out!

At the January meeting, pictures
taken by Norris will be handed out.
Be there to see how good you
looked!

(Additional photos beginning on
page 13)
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’'S COCKPIT: ROCH LaROCCA

By: Roch LaRocca

Another year has come to an end
and | can’t help but look back on
my first year as your President. |
have learned so much from all of
you but what | have really gained
are friendships that are tied
together with the tread of love for
aviation in almost any form. My
membership with this chapter has
spurred my own construction efforts
to a new level which has resulted in
me getting more accomplished in
the past 3 years than | did in the
previous 8 years. For that, | thank

all of you.

The Christmas party was a great time of
fellowship and fun. | would like to thank the
many people who helped Nancy decorate and
help out. The gift exchange was again very
entertaining but Santa did not show up. | KNOW
next year he WILL be there. Please plan on
making it next year on December 8th 2007.

In the December issue of Sport aviation was an
article which | could have easily written myself.
The author and aircraft builder speaks of
“Builder Moments”. He says:

“Building an airplane is like a long journey. An
endeavor so large that | dare not look for its end,
as the distance may scare and depress.”

As | often sit in the quiet of my workshop, |
sometimes let my eyes wonder to the journey’s
end that the author describes and strange
thoughts like “Will | really have the nerve to
climb into this thing and leave mother earth?” Or
“Is this just a giant money pit that will end up as
a toy in the backyard for the grandchildren to
planin?” But then | snap back to my reality as
my inner determination wells up and | know |
refuse to be part of the 80% of builders who
begin a homebuilt aircraft project never to
complete it. The article goes on to describe
those moments during the Journey of building
that makes it worthwhile. He writes:

“Builder moments happen at the completion of
each Construction step. When the plans, the
materials, the seemingly endless preparations...
culminate in a finished piece..”

| can’t help but think of the satisfaction and
sense of accomplishment | would feel when
something came out better that | could’'ve ever
expected. Or those chapters that seemed so
complicated and impossible that | thought |
could never complete it. My wife would always
reassure me by saying “You can do it, just take
one step at a time and slowly it will get done”.
She was and continues to be right. (Did | say
that)? The author continues:

“Builder moments are not planned; they just happen.
Sometimes | just turn around and there it is. | am
literally stopped cold in my tracks, and it's time to
stop and smell the roses.... a builder moment is like

stumbling across paradise along the side of the
road.”

| can sit in my workshop late at night in the quiet
of the fluorescent light and just look out over my
project being reminded of the sweet years of
sweat and blood, it's a feeling that can’t be
explained or duplicated in any other
environment.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S COCKPIT: (CONTINUED)

“Builder moments only last a short while. If you have build primer onto the bottom in an attempt to
been there, you know. Another builder will smile and gchieve a smooth finish prior to painting. My

[ 1]

give a knowing nod when you say ‘I had a moment'.
Well said.

Fly Safe,

Roch LaRocca

Chapter 35 President

E-Racer Project Update:

As many of you remember from my October
presentation. My Eracer aircraft is flipped over
on its back sitting in my garage. Since then, |

have completed the strakes and begun
assembling the winglets and attaching then to
the wings. | have also put the first coats of high-

plan is to finish the bottom to primer and then flip
the plane back over and finish the top thus
keeping me from having to flip it back over at a
later date. Things are progressing well but there
are many details to keep up with. | have
included a few pictures of my recent work.
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NEWS CLIPS

lembersiip Renewal

By Norris Warner.
Renew Your Membership---NOW!

Please take the time right now to renew your
Chapter membership. Your information will
be entered into our database so that we can
publish the membership directory in mid-
February. The directory is the way to find
people who have interesting airplanes or
projects, or certain skills to share.

We are required to furnish EAA-headquarters
with this directory annually to satisfy our
insurance requirements. Please remember
that we could not possibly afford the liability
protection we enjoy without the national
organization.

One very valuable aspect of this database is
the ability to screen for program presenters,
dinner hosts, committee chairs, Young Eagle
volunteers, etc. These lists are requested by
various chapter officers and committee chairs
and become great management tools.

Please, PLEASE renew today—we need your
check for $24.00, payable to EAA Chapter 35,
then fill out the data sheet clearly and
completely, and mail both to: Joanne Warner,
Treasurer Chapter 34, 719 Oak Hills Road,
Pipe Creek, TX 78063

Joanne can be reached at 830.510.4334
(Metro) or by e-mail njwarner@hctc.net for
guestions.

Norris Warner

Chapter Board llleedng

By Norris Warner
Chapter Board Meeting Scheduled

President Roch LaRocca has called a Board
of Directors meeting for 3:30 PM, Saturday
January 13, just before our regular meeting.

All chapter members are encouraged to
attend, and you will be able to speak, though
you will not be able to vote.

The board conducts all of the business of the
chapter, except the election of officers, which
will take place in November of 2007.

Please plan to attend.

=39 Malcen Flight

By Steve
Jones

Lockheed Martin's F-35 Lightning Il single-
seat fighter made its maiden flight this past
Friday. The F-35 is the production version of
the X-35 Joint Strike Fighter prototype which
was selected over the competing Boeing X-
32.

The flight marked the culmination of a five-
year gestation period and was for the most
part successful. "The Lightning Il performed
beautifully,” said F-35 Chief Pilot Jon Beesley.
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