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2nd Annual 
Boy Scout Aviation Merit Badge and 

Young Eagles Weekend 

March 18th at Hondo Airport (HDO) 
Pilots and volunteers needed to fly 600         

Young Eagles!                                                                             
Pilot and volunteer briefing at 9:00 AM on     

March 18th                                                                
Free breakfast and lunch                                      
for pilots and volunteers                                                           

Fuel discount provided to Young Eagle pilots 

MARCH MEETING TIME CHANGED 

MEETING  IS MARCH 11TH AT 2:00 PM 

BRING YOUR AIRPLANE, PROJECT, OR PLANS  

PLEASE BRING A SMALL SNACK  

—-PRESENTER—-                                                
R.WILLIAMSON:  STRATUS SUBARU CONVERSION 
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       Dave Baker  

By Alice Jacobson 
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  In 1981Dave Baker became one of the original 
founders of San Geronimo Airpark.  “The object 
was to fly without being hassled.   We started 
out with 28 home sites and have developed thir-
teen more.  Then there are the many hangers 
that have recently gone up.   Most of the resi-
dents are EAA members.   

We get to enjoy the serene quietness and the 
gorgeous sunsets.” 

Dave was born in Atlanta, Georgia, eight min-
utes after his identical twin.   “I have two sisters 
and two additional brothers beside my twin,” he 
clarifies.   Our dad worked with Western Electric 
Company.  His goal was to be a pilot during 
WWII but he was told that he was color blind.   
Try explaining that to a man that works with col-
ored wires all day long.   Dad passed away in 
1968 but before he died I managed to take him 
flying in my plane.  He had flown before but 
never in a small airplane: that is, until I took him. 

I was in the Navy and served on an aircraft car-
rier with my twin.   Watching the planes shoot off 
and land on the carrier was how I’d spend a lot 
of my time.   That carrier took me to the Far East 
to places like: Hong Kong, Singapore, Japan, 
the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam (three 

tours off of Yankee Station).   Then after 3 
years, 10 months and 18 days I was back home 
once more.   

I moved to San Antonio in ’75 with Handy Dan’s 
and worked there for 15 years.  Handy Dan’s 
was the first home center store in Texas and 
was the forerunner of Builder’s Square (where I 
spent 10 years) and Home Depot.   Presently 
I’m with World Savings.   My employers have 
always been good to me and for me.  

During my 31 years as a member of EAA Chap-
ter 35 at San Geronimo Airpark I have also 
served as president twice and as vice-president 
twice.  In ‘75 I became the Runway 35 Newslet-
ter editor for five years.   Going in cold turkey 
leaves a lot of room for growth and learning.   I 
always try to be there to help because it is the 
members that make a club what it is.  All mem-
bers need to volunteer and need be a part of ac-
tivities to make an organization viable and pro-
gressive,” he says with a nod of his head.  Then 
he watches as a plane circles the airfield, lines 
up to the runway and attempts a landing.  After 
the pilot and the plane land he continues, “The 
club (EAA Chapter 35 at Geronimo Airpark) has 
seen an evolution of change.  It stared out with 
50 to 60 members.  I’m privileged in that one of 
my best friends, Dan Cerna, is also a member 
(since 1968, I think).  
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Jim Crabtree is another one of my best friends 
and the person who got me started in flying. Jim 
retired from Continental after 35 years. My com-
panion and wife of 34 years (this December 7, 
2005) is Shirley (Also my best friend!).   My first 
plane, an Ercoupe was bought in conjunction 
with my brother.  I flew but he didn’t.  It seems 
that we disagreed about issues while flying.  
When I moved to San Antonio, we sold the 
plane.  Then in ’86 I bought a Beechcraft Sun-
downer.   It’s a low wing, four-place: easy to fly 
and easy to maintain.  Given proper care, it’ll 
last forever.   All toll, I have flown 30 different 
types of airplanes, 2 helicopters and 1 glider.  
My commercial license with instrumental rating 
has logged 1,200 hours.   

Aviation is becoming a ‘Rich Man’s’   hobby.   
The costs have continued to escalate but then 
so has the technology that makes flying easier.   
Kits costs two to three times more than building 
a small plane from scratch,” Dave says as he 
watches another plane glide in.  “If you want 
something badly enough, you can do it,” he says 
as that plane taxis to a stop.    Dave Baker is a 
man that wanted to fly; he helped build a resi-
dential airpark and a club so that he and others 
could do that.! 

 

 

       Dave Baker By Alice Jacobson             Colonel Rufus Barnes—Guest Speaker   

Members of EAA Chapter 35 were treated to a 
light-hearted tale by one of America’s “Greatest 
Generation” at the February meeting.             
Colonel Rufus Barnes, then a 19 year-old P-38 
pilot in the South Pacific, kept the audience in 
stitches as he told the story of borrowing an 
Army L-4 “Grasshopper.”  The short flight to the 
Southern coast of New Guinea was meant to 
repay a missionary priest for helping to rescue 
downed airmen. The priest’s reward was a re-
quested bottle of whiskey, and it was delivered 
safely.  The adventure turned to a misadven-
ture involving night flight in the totally unlighted 
Cub, and a night takeoff on a river gravel bar—
which was rudely interrupted by a large log.  
The L-4 was definitely non-amphibious, al-
though it tried!  Colonel Barnes told how he 
rescued his non-swimmer priest passenger 
from the river, and then trekked through the 
jungle for hours to find a native village where 
the priest was well acquainted.  A trip backup 
the river by dugout canoe was made, and with 
lots of manpower, the damaged Cub was 
dragged up on the beach. Eventually, with bail-
ing wire to rig the landing gear somewhat 
where it was supposed to be, and along with a 
new propeller, our fighter pilot flew the liaison 
aircraft off the beach. Of course, you really had 
to be present to appreciate all of the facets of 
the story, but the crowd reacted eagerly to 
every bit of the extremely well told tale.  This 
was, all-in-all, a bit of near-comedy in the war 
zone where altogether too many lives were 
lost. It was a real privilege to have Rufus Bar-
nes as our story spinner. At the close of the 
meeting, we all got to see a small publication 
which retold the event, complete with pictures.                                                 
Editor’s note:  Colonel Barnes has flown 50 types of 
Army Air Corps/Air Force airplanes; has logged over 

14,000 hours, and at age 83 is still a current CFI.    
Contributed by N.WARNER 
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Membership Directory  Available at March Meeting   By Joanne Warner           
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In addition to names, addresses, phone num-
bers and e-mail address, our membership direc-
tory includes information about who is build-
ing/has built a specific airplane(s); who has 
owned/now owns/flys a specific airplane(s), and 
this year I will also include current and future 
projects.  In order to condense space, a "legend" 
is included at the bottom of each page to help 
understand who has specific skills and certifica-
tions. 

We try to educate our members, through articles 
in our Chapter 35 Newsletter, about the valuable 
information that is included in this directory.  

Each March meeting we have these directo-
ries available--address labels attached--for all 
of our current members. After the Apr meet-
ing, the remainder are mailed out to those 
who were not in attendance at these two 
meetings.  

As a bit of history, after I was elected treas-
urer the first time, I built the database for this 
directory based on the format that Chuck Im-
ken had created years before when he was 
the Chapter 35 president.  Chuck's format 
consisted of personal info, name, address, 
and phone numbers etc.  My husband Norris 
encouraged me to include the information 
about types of aircraft; skills; carts etc. In ad-
dition, over the years, I have tried to incorpo-
rate ideas from interested members, and I re-

main open to suggestions.    

The chapter prints sufficient copies of this direc-
tory so that we can provide a copy to all new 
members at the time they join our chapter. This 
gets them connected with like-builders at once. 

Of course, as suggested by member Paul 
McReynolds, a bulletin board at the Chapter 
house to chart the progress of projects may be a 
very good idea.  All builders could update this at 
each meeting, but we know that many builders 
rarely attend a meeting.  

On a different subject, the new data sheet asks 
for volunteers in many areas.  I can retrieve this 
info from our database--and I have furnished in-
formation to chapter officers in the past. In addi-
tion, information is available to all project chairs 
upon request.  

In conclusion, the data sheets which must be 
renewed each year allow us to construct a most 
valuable tool—your EAA Chapter 35 Member-
ship Directory! 

 
Bryan R. Tobias 

A&P/ IA/ DME/ FCC 

Airframe and Powerplant Examiner - Central & South Texas Area 

A&P Exams, IA Training, Troubleshooting Concepts, FAA Enforcement Train-
ing, Professional Consulting, Inspections 

210-828-2086 

http:/ / www.solar-system.com/ avtest.html 

 2030 First Avenue 

Tobias Aerospace Services 

Heli-Jet Instruments Service, Co. 

1513 2nd Street Suite A     Pleasanton, TX 78064 

Telephone:       (830) 569-6101 

Fax:                   (830) 569-6151 

email: helijetinstruments@yahoo.com 

web-site: www.helijetinstruments.com 
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 Calling All EAA Pilots and Non-Pilots 
Wonder ful Attractions at The EAA Texas Fly-In  By Deck Yoes 
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Experimental Aviation Association members 
who arrive by airplane at The EAA Texas Fly-In 
at Hondo Texas this coming May 11th through 
14th will enjoy a number of special perks and 
privileges.  These include special fees for pilots 
flying in, a raffle for luxury hotel stays, a free 
breakfast on Sunday morning, May 14th and 
special fuel prices. 

Pilots flying in to Hondo--and their passengers—
will be charged just ten dollars ($10.00) each 
person to register and receive an event pass; 
other aviators who arrive by road, rail, or horse-
and-buggy will pay twenty ($20.00) and general 
admission event passes will be $25.  However, 
only pilots who fly in to The Texas Fly-In will be 
eligible to take part in a special raffle with two 
prizes: a two-night stay at the Hangar Hotel on 
the Fredericksburg, Texas airport (T82) or a two-
night stay in the newly reconstructed Alsatian 
Inn at Castroville, Texas, a five-star hotel and 
spa.  These will be two separate prizes. 

The drawing for these two prizes will take place 
at The EAA Texas Fly-In Awards Banquet on 
Saturday night, May 13th; pilots must be present 
to win. 

Other attractions at The EAA Texas Fly-In are 
available to all who attend, such as an opportu-
nity to hear Mike Melville, the world’s first civilian 
astronaut, describe the work that carried him 
into space as pilot of Burt Rutan’s SpaceShip 
One.  Melville will take part in Forums and will 
be the featured speaker at the Awards Banquet 
on Saturday night.. 

Aircraft camping, Recreational Vehicle Camping, 
golfing, showers, food from sun-up until sun-
down, Aviation Forums, a Fly-Market, an array 
of product exhibitors, and a ramp full of aircraft 
of all kinds to inspect and discuss are among the 

traditional elements of The EAA Texas Fly-In at 
Hondo to be enjoyed by one and all. 

An information meeting of EAA Southwest Re-
gional Fly-In will be held on Saturday, March 
18th at West Houston Airport (IWS) to which all 
EAA members are invited.  There will be reports, 
discussions of plans and general participation 
which will disclose the depth and complexity of 
preparations for The EAA Texas Fly-In. 

Further information of all kinds, including flight 
approach control, lodging, camping, advance 
reservations, admission, schedule of events and 
pictures of award-winning airplanes can be 
found on the official EAA Texas Fly-In website at 
www.swrfi.org or www.eaatexasflyin.org. 

The EAA Texas Fly-I n at Hondo 

By Norris Warner 

The biggest event for EAA in our 
area of the country is the SouthWest 

Regional Fly-In (SWRFI), now 
termed The EAA Texas Fly-In.  This 
event is fast approaching, and now 

we must call on all Chapter 35 mem-
bers to volunteer their services.  If 

you can help with the set-up on May 
6th, a Saturday, or on the following 
Wednesday, May 10th—and espe-
cially on the actual fly-in days of 

May 11th through the 14th, please call 
Norris Warner at 830.510.4334 
(Metro) or cell 210.363.1282, or  

e-mail njwarner@ev1.net.  Please, 
please do this at once so that we 
can match our volunteers against 

the needs of this great event! 
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Flying my Zodiac to Mexico City  

ALEX ROCCA 

 

How would anyone think of flying a Zodiac to 
Mexico City! Well … leave it to me!  It all started 
with the ideas of flying down to surprise my 
mother on her 80th birthday celebration. It was a 
wonderful and most exciting trip. Full of sur-
prises I must say. After many hours of research, 
I learned that I only needed to acquire an FCC 
license for my radio, obtain liability insurance 
that is backed by a Mexican insurance company 
and have all the required documentation (Pilots 
license, Passport, Registration, Airworthiness 

Certificate and your Medical) and have a mode 
C transponder to cross the boarder 
(filing a DVFR flight plan). Experi-
mental aircraft are aloud in Mexico, 
and in fact I was surprised to find 
the Zodiac listed in the Mexican offi-
cial aircraft list as a CH60. Most fly-
ing regulations are the same as in 
the U.S with the exception that night 
VFR is not permitted in Mexico. All 
flight controllers are bi-lingual and 
very helpful. The only one thing you 
have to get used to is the fact that 
most airports are guarded by mili-
tary guards. As soon as you land 
they will come up to your aircraft 

and request information such as your name, ori-
gin/destination, aircraft type, etc.  

My flight plan took me from San Antonio to 
Laredo TX (1 hr 20 min flight) where I picked up 
at the local FBO my liability insurance for Mex-
ico. Then I filed my DVFR flight plan to cross the 
boarder and landed at Nuevo Laredo at around 
10:00 A.M. Took about 2 hours taking care of 
the typical “Mexican bureaucracy” (hope I don’t 
offend anyone – but it’s true – that is… go to this 
office and pay, come back get a stamp, then go 

to this other 
office and 
pay, get an-
other stamp 
(and repeat 
this about 4 
times). I finally 
took off from 
Nuevo Laredo 
at around 
noon towards 
my next desti-
nation, which 
was Ciudad 
Victoria (2 hrs 
and 20 min 

flight).  I flew VFR on top for a while; there was 
an overcast layer of clouds at around 6,000 feet, 














	Page #1
	Page #2
	Page #3
	Page #4
	Page #5
	Page #6
	Page #7
	Page #8
	Page #9
	Page #10
	Page #11
	Page #12

