
 

 

BEGICH MIDDLE SCHOOL BUILDS AN AIRPLANE 
 

By Rob Stapleton  
Alaska Journal of Commerce 
(reprinted by permission) 

The curtain of the stage at Begich 
Middle School opened to reveal 
the various pieces of a full-sized 
biplane. 

As the drapes pulled back, stu-
dents gasped and clapped, then 
cheered as they took their first 
glimpse of the pieces and parts of 
the all-wood Pietenpol Aerial 
homebuilt aircraft. Bathed in the 
stage spotlights, the partially com-
pleted uncovered biplane's wings 
and varnished mahogany plywood 
fuselage gleamed. 

___________________________ 

 Jacob Hanson, 13, (left) and Dylan Rubey, 14, 
students at Begich Middle School look over the 
workmanship of a Pietenpol Aerial biplane that was 
donated as a Build a Plane project for the school's 
Aeroclub March 2. Students at the school will work 
Saturdays to finish building the plane. Photo/Rob 
Stapleton/AJOC 
________________________________________ 

The plane isn't yet completed. 
That's up to the kids. The aircraft 
sections were donated to the 

school for a Build a Plane project 
and the Begich Aeroclub. 

Arlene Walsh of Santa Fe, N.M., 
started building the 1932 biplane 
design. Walsh was killed in May 
2008 in a car accident and never 
got to finish the project. 

Walsh was a kindergarten teacher 
and an aviation enthusiast. She 
had hoped to use the aircraft to en-
courage students to learn more 
about the industry. 

Begich Middle School Principal 
Jeanne Fischer came up with the 
idea for the Begich Aeroclub and 
the Build a Plane project after 
hearing a presentation by pilot Bar-
rington Irving earlier this school 
year. Fischer left the presentation 
knowing her students needed to 
build an airplane of their own. 

Irving was the first African-
American pilot to fly solo around 
the world, finishing his flight on 
July 18, 2007. Irving stopped in 
Anchorage on his record-breaking 
flight and wanted to return to visit 
rural Alaska. 

He re-visited Alaska in 2008 to 
give speeches about his experi-
ences. In his presentation, he 
showed Hooper Bay High School 
students working on a Build a 
Plane project. 

"I thought, well, our students could 
do this, and what a perfect age to 
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    BEGICH STUDENTS BUILD A PLANE (CONTINUED) 
Introduce students to the use of different skills," 
said Fischer. 

Fisher and the teachers at Begich decided on 
this Pietenpol because it is built from wood, not 
metal, and it was partially complete, so that stu-
dents could see how the construction applica-
tions, ribs, stringers and bulkheads were made. 

Fischer first sought help from Angie Slingluff, a 
Federal Aviation Administration aviation and 
space education coordinator for the Alaska re-
gion. Slingluff was instrumental in getting a simi-
lar Build a Plane project for Hooper Bay High 
School students. 

Slingluff, in turn, sought help from the members 
of the Anchorage chapter of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association, who found the Pietenpol 
Aerial online. 

[EAA Chapter 35 member], Oscar Zuniga, a pilot 
and aircraft builder in Texas, bought the unfin-
ished project from Walsh's estate and then do-
nated the airplane to the Anchorage school after 
hearing about the school's desire for a project. 

Zuniga, who has built several other aircraft and 
already owns a Pietenpol, didn't have time to 
complete this project. 

The aircraft and its parts were crated up by a 
member of the Los Alamos Experimental Aircraft 
Association and was shipped to Alaska in Febru-
ary. 

"This is a wonderful surprise, that this project 
has gone full circle," said Susan Larson, national 
president of the Ninety-Nines, a group dedicated 
to promoting aviation for women, and who sup-
ported this effort. "Arlene would be so pleased to 
see that a school is getting her project. How 
wonderful." 

The middle school's effort is being supported by 
Alaska businesses and volunteers who have do-
nated services to help students learn how to 
build the aircraft and learn more about aviation. 

"Can you believe this? I have 10 pages in this 
notebook of people and local businesses that 
have supported getting this project started," said 
Principal Fischer. 

Carlile Transportation Services donated the 
shipping to Anchorage from New Mexico, Alaska 
Interstate Batteries unloaded the project off the 
Carlile flatbed when it arrived, and the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks' aviation maintenance divi-
sion donated an engine for the project. 

The Alaska Aviation Heritage Museum donated 
model aircraft and a PowerPoint presentation on 
Alaska aviation history for the school assembly. 
The Alaska Chapter of Radio Control Society 
preformed a demonstration of radio-controlled 
aircraft at the assembly. 

The Anchorage EAA paid for the crating materi-
als for the shipping. Lynden Transport, Take 
Flight Alaska, the FAA and the local chapter of 
the Ninety-Nines have all pledged support to 
help the students build the project. 

After giving an aviation history presentation that 
included the theory of flight, Norm Lagasse, ex-
ecutive director of the Alaska Aviation Heritage 
Museum, was amazed by the Begich student 
body. 

"I can't believe how well versed these kids were 
in aviation history, and how many of them had 
flown, many of them had even flown in helicop-
ters," said Lagasse. 

Students laughed and oohed as Tom Simes, 
president of the Alaska Radio Control Society, 
flew electric-powered aircraft over the heads of 
students at the assembly. 

"These kids really enjoyed the assembly and 
(Continued on Page 9) 
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The aircraft displayed on the stage attracted 
teachers and students to get a closer look after 
the assembly program. 

"Wow look at all the pieces of wood, this must 
have taken a lot of time," said Dylan Rubey, 14, 
a Begich eighth grader. 

"Yes, look at all the cutting, carving and gluing, 
but this aircraft is just a little under half com-
pleted," Fischer said. "It will be up to you, the 
students, to finish it." 

Teacher Dan Carey, the program manager for 
the Begich project, said FAA officials and volun-
teer aircraft builders will work with the students 
on Saturdays and over the summer months to 
complete different building processes needed to 
finish the aircraft. "I thought, well, our students 
could do this, and what a perfect age to intro-
duce students to the use of different skills," said 
Fischer. 

Fisher and the teachers at Begich decided on 
this Pietenpol because it is built from wood, not 
metal, and it was partially complete, so that stu-
dents could see how the construction applica-
tions, ribs, stringers and bulkheads were made. 

Fischer first sought help from Angie Slingluff, a 
Federal Aviation Administration aviation and 
space education coordinator for the Alaska re-
gion. Slingluff was instrumental in getting a simi-
lar Build a Plane project for Hooper Bay High 
School students. 

Slingluff, in turn, sought help from the members 
of the Anchorage chapter of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association, who found the Pietenpol 
Aerial online. 

Oscar Zuniga, a pilot and aircraft builder in 
Texas, bought the unfinished project from 
Walsh's estate and then donated the airplane to 
the Anchorage school after hearing about the 
school's desire for a project. 

Zuniga, who has built several other aircraft and 
already owns a Pietenpol, didn't have time to 
complete this project. 

The aircraft and its parts were crated up by a 
member of the Los Alamos Experimental Aircraft 
Association and was shipped to Alaska in Febru-
ary. 

"This is a wonderful surprise, that this project 
has gone full circle," said Susan Larson, national 
president of the Ninety-Nines, a group dedicated 
to promoting aviation for women, and who sup-
ported this effort. "Arlene would be so pleased to 
see that a school is getting her project. How 
wonderful." 

The middle school's effort is being supported by 
Alaska businesses and volunteers who have do-
nated services to help students learn how to 
build the aircraft and learn more about aviation. 

"Can you believe this? I have 10 pages in this 
notebook of people and local businesses that 
have supported getting this project started," said 
Principal Fischer. 

Carlile Transportation Services donated the 
shipping to Anchorage from New Mexico, Alaska 
Interstate Batteries unloaded the project off the 
Carlile flatbed when it arrived, and the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks' aviation maintenance divi-
sion donated an engine for the project. 

The Alaska Aviation Heritage Museum donated 
model aircraft and a PowerPoint presentation on 
Alaska aviation history for the school assembly. 
The Alaska Chapter of Radio Control Society 
preformed a demonstration of radio-controlled 
aircraft at the assembly. 

The Anchorage EAA paid for the crating materi-
als for the shipping. Lynden Transport, Take 
Flight Alaska, the FAA and the local chapter of 
the Ninety-Nines have all pledged support to 
help the students build the project. 

By John Latour 

Review of April 2009 

In the Spirit of Chapter Loyalty we present the 
events of the EAA Chapter 35 meeting, April 11 
and other activities as follows: 

·  EAA Chapter 35 Early Breakfast, Board 
Meeting & Workshop, April 11, 2009 

·  Early Pancake & Sausage Breakfast by Dave 
Baker & crew @ 8 a.m. 

·  Second Quarter Board of Directors Meeting 
@ 10 a.m. 

·  General Meeting – Suspended for month of 
April 

·  Sheet Metal Workshop organized by Doug 
Apsey and presented by Technical Coun-
selor Paul McReynolds @ 11 a.m.  

Early Pancake & Sausage Breakfast – Dave led 
us in one of his best early morning spreads. 
Chapter 35 members, relatives, visitors and 
guests enjoyed two of Chapter 35 ‘Golden 
Rules’ - good FOOD & FRIENDSHIP. Member 
support of the breakfast was superb.  Dave’s or-
ganization skills in implementing an early break-

fast created an at-
mosphere that exem-
plified the Chapter 35 
spirit of Food, Friend-
ship, Fun & Flying. 
Members thank you, 
Dave, for another job 
well done. 

Board of Directors 
Meeting – The 2nd 
Quarter Board of Di-
rectors (BoD) Meet-
ing started with a 
very short agenda of 
old business and new 
business. However, 

both expanded rapidly. The agenda at the be-
ginning of April consisted of four action items: 1) 
Elect Vice President - Class I Director, 2) Select 
Candidates for 2009 EAA Major Awards, 3) Re-
view Candidates for Award of Air Academy 
Scholarship, 4) Review Treasurer Concerns, 
and 5) Review meeting minutes with  Doug 
Apsey. 

·  Dave Baker will fulfill  Chapter 35 Vice Presi-
dent duties through 2009 

·  Candidates for 2009 Major Awards were 
identified 

·  Aaron Stallings was selected for EAA Chap-
ter 35 Air Academy Scholarship 

·  Dee Brame recommended an innovative pro-
gram of treasurer’s activities  

General Meeting –Rather than repeating the 
agenda of the 2nd BoD Meeting the board mem-
bers superseded the general meeting for the 
month of April and adjurned to the Sheet Metal 
Workshop, in progress. 

Sheet Metal Workshop – Congratulations to 
those of you who attended the Sheet Metal 
Workshop in Ron Paduh’s hangar. You now 
know all about sheet metal drilling, deburring, 
dimpling, countersinking, riveting, etc. Doug 
Apsey performed an admirable job in preparing 
for first 2009 workshop. Paul McReynolds deliv-
ered a  riveting performance as an expert work-
shop instructor.  It offered an outstanding facility 
/ hangar with tables and chairs for a classroom 
atmosphere and work benches, stools, common 
& special hand tools and work tables for on-the-
job- training.  

Again, thank you for your support of the April 
2009 EAA Chapter 35 activity. Your continued 
support of Chapter 35 and the Board of Direc-
tors is greatly appreciated. 
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NEWS CLIPS 

WHAT MAKES AN EAA CHAPTER? 

By Dave Baker                            

We had a great turn-out for the Pancake 
Breakfast even though the weather did not 
cooperate. Three people flew in: Mark Brown 
and Richard Wilson who brought his grand-
son. 

The factors that made this event as smooth as 
it was were the people who volunteered to 
wake up early and come out to help cook, pre-
pare, set-up and clean-up so that all of you 
who came out could enjoy the breakfast that 
you did. I want to thank the following people: 
May Ann & Jim Schlattman, Bob Cabe, Den-
nis Scheidt, Don Woodham, Freda & Steve 
Jones, Dee & Charlie Brame, June Goode, 
Nancy & Lew Mason, B.J. O'Dea and any oth-
ers I have missed. This is the "key factor" that 
makes any EAA Chapter a great successful 
one - the PEOPLE who volunteer.  

As we proceed through this year and future 
years I ask each of you to consider giving 
back to the chapter by volunteering to do a 
task that will keep our chapter as strong as it 
is. The task could be sponsoring a dinner be-
fore the meetings, sponsoring a program for a 
meeting, helping with preparing and / or 
cleaning up after the meals, helping to take 
care of the grounds around the building. Sub-
mitting articles of interest or a "story" about an 
experience you have had or witnessed about 
planes, flying, etc. (Oscar Zuniga has done a 
wonderful job at this) and any other task that 
you feel will support and help the chapter to 
remain one of the best in the whole country. 

I am looking for "program" material/person to 
cover our July, August and September meet-
ings. Please call me with your suggestions. I 
am counting on "you" the factors that make an 
EAA Chapter a strong one: 210.410.9235 

NTSB WANTS TO GROUND CH-601XLs  

By John Latour 

The National Traffic Safety Board has passed 
a recommendation to the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, recommending grounding S-LSA 
CH-601XL aircraft, pending investigation of 
aerodynamic flutter suspicions.  The letter is 
available at the following URL: 
http://www.ntsb.gov/recs/letters/2009/A09_30
_37.pdf 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL IN JUNE 

By John Latour 

Greetings, 

A general EAA Chapter 35 Meeting is on 
schedule for May 9. Guest Speakers - Jim 
Schlattman, Ron O'Dea & Ron Paduh are 
sharing 2009 Sun & Fun experience. 

Thinking ahead to the Annual Membership 
Meeting on June 13, let us include an Ice 
Cream Social at our Fly-In and Picnic. Find 
Grandma's favorite ice cream recipe. Find 
your old fashion crank & turn ice cream mak-
ers. Best Ice Cream Wins a prize.  
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By Steve Jones 

Chapter 35 kicked off the building season in 
style with this first in a series of building tech-
niques workshops.  Paul McReynolds tutored 13 
students with an introductory course in sheet 
metal drilling, dimpling, preparation and the fi-
nesse required to take a project from airworthy 
flying machine to a flying work of art.   Doug 
Apsey helped organize the workshop and pro-
vided a welcome lunch during the drilling and 
dimpling lab, and Ron Paduh hosted an overflow 
audience at his well-equipped hanger. 

Workshop attendees benefited from Paul’s years 
of hard-won experience, learning the ins and 
outs of Unibit stepped drillbits, the value of a 
$50.00 dead-blow hammer, the quality of Avery 

Tools and their C-frame dimpler, and the utility 
of a simple 3”x2”x1” block of tool steel.   

One of the students took a real shine to the 
Avery dimpler, earning her the nickname du jour 
of — you guessed it — Rosie the Riveter. 

For those who took the class, please contact 
Doug Apsey so he can gauge interest in the next 
workshop. You can reach him at 210.479.8593, 
or dapsey@satx.rr.com 

CHAPTER 35 SHEETMETAL WORKSHOPS BEGIN 



 

 Ru n w ay  35    OFFI CI AL NEW SLETTER OF EAA CHAPTER 35  –  SAN ANTONI O, TEXAS 

P a g e  6  RUNWAY 35 V o l u m e  5 1  I s s u e  5  

 

 By Steve Jones 

Cessna Niner Eight 
Eight took to the skies 
recently for an im-
promptu Grey Eagle 
flight.  Joe Killough, 
Senior Pilot  and di-
rector of the unofficial 
San Geronimo Hospi-
tality Suite, took Lew 
Mason aloft for a trip 
around western Bexar 
county, with a pass 
by SeaWorld for a 
fleeting glimpse of 
Shamu the Killer 
Whale. 

 

 

 
Joe and Lew had to 
wait for their take-off 
slot at 8T8, as Freda 
Jones and Charlie 
Brame departed for an 
exhilarating orientation 
flight, In Charlie’s RV-
6A. 

 

Not shown, but no less 
fun, Doug Apsey took 
your newsletter editor 
aloft for his first flight in 
a Mooney M20F.  If 
you’ve been out for a 
flight to nowhere lately, 
please drop a note and 
some pictures to your 
editor at 
eaa35news@gmail.com 

NEWSCLIPS (CONTINUED) 
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    RECENT FLIGHTS TO NOWHERE 
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AeroEvent 

 

OPEN TO PI LOTS & PASSENGERS 
 

Capt 'n  Bil l ’s  Texas Ho l d  ‘em 
Po ker  Run  

“ 8 T8  –  HDO –  CVB –  8 T8 ”  
(San  Ger o nimo  –  Ho ndo  –  Cast r o vil l e –  San  

Ger o nimo ) 
 

Sat ur day May 16 , 2 0 0 9  –  Ful l  
Po w er  at  0 9 0 0  Hr s  

Rain  Dat e (If  Appl ic abl e): Sat . May 2 3 , 2 0 0 9  –  
Ful l  Po wer  at  0 9 0 0  Hr s  

 
Sign  up at  EAA Chapt er  Headq uar t er s (No r t h en d o f  
8 T8 ) bet w een  0 8 0 0  and  0 9 0 0  Hr s  
San  Ger o n imo  (8 T8 ) Air par k , San An t o n io , Texas  
 
Do nat io n  $ 2 0 .0 0  1 s t  Pl ac e 3 5 % 2 n d Pl ac e 1 5% 
Bal anc e To  EAA Chapt er  3 5  
 
Do nat io ns  no t  used f o r  even t  expenses w il l  
appl y t o  EAA 3 5 ’s  pur c hase o f  a c l ubho use 
video  pic t ur e f r ame and  a f l at  sc r een  
TV/ Mo nit o r . 
 
Rul es  and  Pr o c edur es : 
1. Min imum 1 0  Pl ayer s (2 2  maximum f o r  5 2 -c ar d  

dec k). 
2. If  2 3  o r  mo r e pl ayer s , an  addit io n al  5 2 -c ar d dec k 

w il l  be used. 
3. If  addit io nal  dec ks ar e used, t ies  w il l  be set t l ed 

by a 5  c ar d  sho w do w n . 
4. Al l  f l igh t s  mus t  be c o mpl et ed  w it h in  2  ho ur s 

f r o m t ake-o f f  t o  t o uc h-do w n. 
5. Deal er  “bur ns ”  t o p c ar d & deal s  t he “ f l o p”  (3  

c ar ds ) f ac e up pr io r  t o  t ake o f f  at  8 T8 . 
6. Pil o t  saf et y br ief ing . 
7. Pl ayer s  f l y t o  Ho ndo  (HDO ) & pic k up f ir s t  c ar d . 
8. Pl ayer s  f l y t o  Cas t r o vil l e (CVB) & pic k up sec -

o n d c ar d. 
9. Pl ayer s  r et ur n  w it h c ar ds  t o  8 T8 . 
10. Deal er  deal s  t he “bur n ”  c ar d f ac e-do w n  & t he 

“ t ur n ”  c ar d f ac e-up. 
11. Pl ayer s  may c ho o se t o  d r o p-o ut  o r  do nat e $ 5 .0 0  

t o  c o n t in ue an d see t he “ r iver ”  c ar d. 
12. Deal er  deal s  t he “bur n ”  c ar d f ac e-do w n  & t he 

“ r iver ”  c ar d  f ac e-up. 
13. Pl ayer  w it h  t he bes t  po ker  han d (5 -c ar ds ) w ins  

1 s t  Pl ac e and  3 5 % o f  do nat io ns . 
14. If  n o  2n d pl ac e w inn er s t hat  payo ut  w il l  go  t o  

Chapt er  3 5 . 
15. Pl ayer  w it h  2 n d best  hand  (5 -c ar ds ) w ins 1 5 % o f  

do nat io ns. 
16. EAA Chapt er  3 5 ’s even t  Mar shal l ’s  dec is io ns  ar e 

f inal . L ive w it h it ! This  is  a f un  even t  t o  hel p o ur  
Chapt er . 

 
Do nat io n  payo ut  exampl e: 
1 s t  Pl ac e Hand  3 5% & 1 5  gal l o ns   
2 n d Pl ac e Hand  1 5% & 1 0  gal l o ns  
Lo w est  Hand  1 0  gal l o ns  
 
Do nat io n  by Mr . Timo t hy D. Fo usse 
Dir ec t o r  o f  Publ ic  Wo r ks  and  Aviat io n  /  
E.M.C., C it y o f  Ho ndo  
" The Ho ndo  Mun ic ipal  Air po r t  w il l  do nat e t o  t h is  
even t ... Ho w  abo ut  1 5  gal l o ns  o f  FREE f uel  t o  t he 
w inn ing  po ker  han d, 1 0  g al l o ns  t o  t he sec o n d  pl ac e 
han d and  1 0  g al l o ns  t o  t he l o w es t  han d  –  w e t r us t  
yo u t o  no t if y us w it h  t he names  o f  t he w in ner s . (f r ee 
f uel  mus t  be pl ac ed  in t o  o n l y o ne air pl an e dur ing  
o n e f il l -up) We w il l  al so  pr o vide f r ee ic e t ea o r  w a-
t er  f o r  al l  pil o t s  ar r ivin g  at  HDO f r o m 0 9 0 0  
t h r o ug h 1 1 0 0 . .. Than ks  f o r  suppo r t ing  o ur  air po r t  
o ver  t he pas t  f ew  year s an d w e ho pe t o  buil d  o n  t hat  
r el at io nship in  t he f ut ur e. Ho pe t o  hear  f r o m yo u 
so o n !"  
 
I am starting some new and exciting fun events 
and inviting EAA Chapter 35 pilots, passengers 
and builder friends who desire flying adventures 
to participate. Currently I have a poker run 
scheduled for May 16, 2009. Rain date is May 
23, 2009. Our objective is safe and fun flying. I'll 
need a few volunteers to help me. Please email 
me to volunteer. 

Email me at EAAChapter35@gmail.com if you 
wish to volunteer or have any questions, Capt'n 
Bill. 

 

 

 

POKER RUN ANNOUNCEMENT 
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    RANGER AIRPORT AIRSHOW AND FLY-IN 
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(Continued from Page 2) 

what a great way to introduce them to the theory 
of flight, we welcome the chance to show what 
model aircraft can really do," said Simes, a net-
work engineer for Alaska Communications Sys-
tems and a graduate from Embry Riddle aero-
nautical school. 

The aircraft displayed on the stage attracted 
teachers and students to get a closer look after 
the assembly program. 

"Wow look at all the pieces of wood, this must 
have taken a lot of time," said Dylan Rubey, 14, 
a Begich eighth grader. 

"Yes, look at all the cutting, carving and gluing, 
but this aircraft is just a little under half com-
pleted," Fischer said. "It will be up to you, the 
students, to finish it." 

Teacher Dan Carey, the program manager for 
the Begich project, said FAA officials and volun-
teer aircraft builders will work with the students 
on Saturdays and over the summer months to 
complete different building processes needed to 
finish the aircraft. 

"We hope to finish this, fly it and then sell it. 

Then take the money from this project and pur-
chase a kit plane for students who will attend 
here in the future," Carey said. 

The program is supported by the national Build a 
Plane Foundation, the Alaska Airmen's Associa-
tion, the Alaska Air Carriers Association, the An-
chorage School District, teachers and volunteers 
who are members on the Begich Middle School 
Build a Plane project steering committee over-
seeing the project. 

The mahogany and spruce biplane still needs 
landing gear, the engine mount, rigging, seats, 
fabric covering, a complete fuel system and 
tanks, and an electrical system, as well as the 
installation of instruments and complete assem-
bly of all of its parts, controls and a paint job be-
fore being finished. "This is an amazing story," 
said Fischer. "Walsh's dream will live on, and 
look even the wooden control sticks have a Na-
tive American dream catcher etched into their 
tops. Maybe we will call this airplane the 'dream 
catcher'… but it's all up to the students now." 

Rob Stapleton can be reached at robstaple-
ton.@alaskajournal.com. . 

    BEGICH STUDENTS BUILD A PLANE (CONCLUSION) 

Randy Stout prepares for a flight in his Zenith CH-601HD 
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By Steve Jones 

Several aircraft are under construction at San 
Geronimo Airpark.  The Merlin GT, co-owned 
by chapter members John Killian, John Latour 
and Mike Landis, recently returned from the 
paint shop, with a stunning coat of white Jet-
Glow paint.  It’s almost a shame to cover it all 
in fabric. 

When not tooling around the skies in his own 
Piper Colt, Lew Mason is making speedy pro-
gress on his Bowers Fly Baby.  This Baby *IS* 
going to fly, and soon. 

Richard Gramling is cutting aileron compo-
nents for his Hummel Super Cruiser, and 

teaching Freda and Steve Jones some tech-
niques along the way. 

Bob Severance has advanced on his Legal Ea-
gle project, and he recently built a temporary 
paint booth for the next stage. 

If you have a project under construction, please 
send a note and some pictures to your newslet-
ter editor at eaa35news@gmail.com. 

 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS UNDERWAY AT 8T8 
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By John Latour  

EAA CHAPTER 35 MEMBERSHIP  

EAA Chapter 35 Membership is one hundred 
eight (108) and counting. Your choice to become 
a dues-paying member of Chapter 35 is greatly 
appreciated. Your dues payment entitles you to 
so many benefits. Among them are:  

Promoting Access to the Dream of Flight 

·  Aircraft Insurance Plan 

·  Meetings & Fly-Ins 

·  Publications 

·  www.eaa35.org web-site 

·  Safety Programs: Flight Advisor & Technical 
Counselor Programs 

Preparing for the Future of Aviation 

·  Young Eagles Program 

·  EAA Education 

·  Scholarships 

·  Air Academy  

·  Builders Academy 

·  AeroEvents 

·  Club House & Hangar Fund Development 

Preserving the Heritage of Aviation 

·  Chapter 35 Mini-Museum  

·  Artifact (Books, Photos Paintings, etc.) Dona-
tions 

·  Tire Kickers & Workshops 

·  Chapter 35 Library 

Protecting Your Right to Fly 

·  Aero-Medical/Legal Advisory            
888/EAA-INFO 

·  Autogas STC      920/426-4848 

·  Government & Industry Relations    
888/EAA-INFO 

EAA Chapter 35 Membership Service 

Ron O’Dea, Membership Chairperson,          
210-488-5088, r2av8r@yahoo.com  

For EAA Chapter 35 information, news, and up-
dates log on to: www.eaa35.org 

For EAA 24/7 information, news, and updates – 
log on to: www.eaa.org  

COME JOIN THE FUN! 



 

 

CONTACTS LIST 
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   POSITION        NAME  PHONE   EMAIL                                          

  CHAIRPERSON  NAME   PHONE   EMAIL 

AIR ACADEMY MAARTEN VERSTEEG 210.256.8972 maarten.versteeg@sbcglobal.net 

YOUNG EAGLES BRAD DOPPELT 210.380.2025 brad_doppelt@yahoo.com 

FACILITIES JOHN KUHFAHL 210.365.0120 johnkuhfahl@yahoo.com 

GROUNDS NANCY MASON 210.688.9072 lewnan@sbcglobal.net 

COMM GEAR VACANT    Your Skills Desired 

MEMBERSHIP RON O’DEA 210.488.5088 r2av8r@yahoo.com 

NEWSLETTER STEVE JONES 210.679.8783 eaa35news@gmail.com 

HANGAR DAN CERNA 210.688.9345 dacerna@aol.com 

TOOL CRIB DAVE BAKER 210.688.3358 iflyaerosport@sbcglobal.net 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

FLYING START 

COUNTRY STORE 

FLIGHT ADVISORS 

 

TECHNICAL  

COUNSELORS 

BILL BARTLETT 

BRAD DOPPELT 

DANNY & ROXANNE BEAVERS 

SKIP BARCHFELD 

RON O’DEA 

PAUL MCREYNOLDS 

BRAD DOPPELT 

SKIP BARCHFELD 

210.494.7194 

210.380.2025 

830.931.9053 

830.363.7649 

210.488.5088 

210.363.1434 

210.380.2025 

830.363.7649 

 

bbartlett5@satx.rr.com 

brad_doppelt@yahoo.com 

dbeavers@txun.net 

jpmm1@hillcountry.net 

r2av8r@yahoo.com 

pmcreynolds@satx.rr.com 

brad_doppelt@yahoo.com 

jpmm1@hillcountry.net 

    

WEBSITE BOB SEVERANCE 210.889.0472  sapropbuster@satx.rr.com 

BUILDER’S ACADEMY BOB SEVERANCE 210.889.0472 sapropbuster@satx.rr.com 

PRESIDENT JOHN LATOUR 830.612.2232 latourjohn@att.net 

VICE PRESIDENT DAVE BAKER 210.688.3358 iflyaerosport@sbcglobal.net 

SECRETARY DOUG APSEY 210.479.8593 dapsey@satx.rr.com 

TREASURER DEE BRAME 210.493.5512 deeb@satx.rr.com 

AT LARGE (B) BRUCE HARRISON 210.507.2698 zeusmoose@mac.com 

AT LARGE (B) RON O’DEA 210.488.5088 r2av8r@yahoo.com 

AT LARGE (B) JAMES FEIGHNEY 210.601.8607 jfeighney@satx.rr.com 

PAST PRESIDENT (B) DAVE BAKER 210.688.3358 iflyaerosport@sbcglobal.net 

PAST PRESIDENT (B) DAN CERNA 210.688.9345 dcerna@att.net 

PAST PRESIDENT (B) LEW MASON 210.688.9072 lewnan@sbcglobal.net 

BOARD ADVISOR JOHN KILLIAN 830.438.9799 jmkillian1@gmail.com 

Please Read This…Please note that, as always, in the past, present, or future, any communication issued by the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 35, regard-
less of form, format, and/or media used, which includes, but it not limited to this newsletter and audio/video recordings, any digital formats including any EAA Chapter 35 
website, is presented solely for the purpose of providing a clearinghouse of ideas, opinions, and personal accounts.  Anyone using the aforementioned does so at their 
own risk.  Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed or implied and you are without recourse to anyone.  Any event announced and/or listed herein is done as a 
matter of information only and does not constitute approval, control, involvement,  sponsorship or direction or any event local or otherwise.  
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2009 CHAPTER CALENDAR 

 

 

February 14GENERAL MEETING 

   SOCIAL:5:00 p.m.  

   DINNER: Famous Sloppy Joe5:30 p.m.Ed Seurer 

   PROGRAM: 1. LSA Airplanes @ Sea-Breeze, FL6:45 p.m.Jim Schlattman & Ron Padua 

   PROGRAM: 2. Open - E2 Canard7:15 p.m.Aiman Al-Khazaali 

 

March 14EARLY LUNCH MEETING & FLY-IN 

  SOCIAL: Gathering of Airplanes, Pilots & Visitors10:00 a.m. 

  LUNCH: Hamburgers 11:00 a.m.Dave Baker  

  PROGRAM: 1. FAA Medical CertificationNoonDr. Richard 'Doc' Hecker 

  PROGRAM: 2. Human Factors12:25 p.m.LTC Daniel 'Hawkeye' Shoor 

 

March 21FIFTH HONDO AVIATION DAY 

  YOUNG EAGLES10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.Brad Doppelt 

  LUNCH: N/A 

 

April 11EARLY MEETING & BOARD MEETING 

  BREAKFAST: Hot Pancake & Sausage8:00 a.m. Dave Baker 

  BOARD MEETING10:00 a.m. John Latour 

  PROGRAM: Sheet metal Workshop11:00 a.m. Doug Apsey & Paul McReynolds 

 

April 16YOUNG EAGLES -CANCELEDBrad Doppelt 

  TEAM K - 4H Kids2:00 p.m.Elda Crenwelge 

 

May 09  GENERAL MEETING 

  SOCIAL:5:00 p.m.  

  DINNER:5:30 p.m.Enchilada Dinner 

  PROGRAM:6:45 p.m.Sun & Fun Fly-In Review 

 

June 13ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING 

  LUNCH10:00 a.m. 

  PICNIC, FLY-IN & ORIENTATION RIDE10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

 

July 11EARLY MEETING 

  LUNCH: Pot Luck & Covered Dish10:30 a.m.-11:45 p.m. 

  TIRE KICKER12:00 Noon 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

WANTED AND FOR SALE 

Instructor Available.  Chapter member Bob 
Cabe has recertified his CFI & CFII.  Available to 
EAAers for BFR’s. (210) 493-7223. 

For Aircraft Hangar Rentals at San Geronimo 
Airpark, please call Dan Cerna (210) 688-9345, 
Dave Baker (210) 410-9235 or Dennis Scheidt 
(210) 688-3210 

FOR SALE: Fun Flying RANS S18 Stinger II 
Award Winner, Rotax 
912UL, 80 hp, NEW, 
54 hrs/tach, $30,000 
firm, Jim Havens, 
(210)680-7882 home, 
(210)347-2455 CP  

 

FOR SALE: Continental O-200A. 36 Hrs 
SMOH, new cylinders, mags, starter clutch, wir-
ing harness and oil filterattachment.  All internal 
parts magnafluxed and balanced.  $11,000.  
Contact Roger Williamson (210 403-0216 or 
(210) 316-4238 

FOR RENT: EAA Chapter 35 Hangar Space. 
Rent a 10' x 20' space & get free use of hangar 
Equipment & tooling. Please call Dan Cerna 
210.688.9345, E-Mail dacerna@aol.com or John 
Latour 830.612.2232, E-Mail latourjohn@att.net  

FOR SALE: Scot Chesler, 37HP 1/2 VW Engine 
Zero time, still in shipping container. 
Paid $3,275 (Shipping container not included) 
Price negotiable.  Please contact Jim Munro at 
(210) 685-9306.    

FOR SALE: Thundergull 2000. Single seat, 
20ft aluminum wing, composite fuselage, Rotax 
503 oil injected with 360 hrs TTAF, 3 blade Warp 
drive prop, ten gallon fuel tank, aluminum Hagar 
wheels. Basic instrumentation / EIS, ASI , ALT, 
COMPASS, ICOM radio, 150ft or less take off/ 
landing, cruise is 90 mph, stall full flaps 35mph, 
excellent visibility and handles like a fighter for 
only $14,000. Contact John Behrendt at 
jbehrendt82@aol.com or call (920) 327-9395 

FOR SALE: 1996 Merlin GT with 110 hp Conti-
nental 0-200 engine, approx. 10 hrs on engine.  
Built by Gary Key and his Father-in-law who is a 
certified aircraft mechanic.  Plane is hangered in 

Roswell, NM.  6 pack 
instrumentation and all 
engine monitor gauges.  
Asking $30,000.  If inter-
ested contact Gary at 
575-623-6537. 

THORPEDO PARTNERS WANTED Two experi-
enced pilots wanted to share cost of a new Thor-
pedo Trainer Light Sport Aircraft (LSA). Initial 
cost: $25,000 per person. Ed Eades, 2400-hour 
retired Air Force Pilot.   830-612-2227 or 210-
683-5942. Steve Cerwin, 1000-hour Instrument-
Commercial Pilot.   830-612-3911 or 210-289-
9592. Aircraft to be kept either at Castroville Mu-
nicipal Airport or Medina River Ranch Private 
Airport near Pipe Creek. 

______________________________________ 
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Joe Paduh practices wheel landings on a 
cool Texas morning 

Doug Apsey approaches for a squeaky 
clean landing in his Mooney M20F 



 

 

 

Thank Our Sponsors (and bring them some business!) 
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Ron O'Dea, Membership Chairman 
15464 FM 471 W., #14 
San Antonio, TX 78253 
 

The Official Newsletter of EAA 
Chapter 35, San Antonio, TX 
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   Please support those businesses that support YOUR local EAA chapter.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

     Paste Address Label Here 

Ron O'Dea, Membership Chairman 
15464 FM 471 W., #14 
San Antonio, TX 78253 

W h en  Do  You  Meet ? 

Second Saturday of the Month 

 May 9th  GENERAL MEETING 

  SOCIAL:5:00 p.m.  

  DINNER:5:30 p.m.Enchiladas 

  PROGRAM:6:45 p.m.Sun & Fun Fly-In Re-
view 
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