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By Norris Warner

On Saturday, Oct 21, Don and Jeri
rolled out their beautiful Zenith 601
HDS, preflighted thoroughly,
checked three fuel tanks full, and
proceeded to launch southbound
from the San Geronimo runway. A
beautiful evening to go for a
pleasure flight in their newly
acquired candy apple red trimmed
tail dragger. With the Rotax 912
UL purring, all was right in God’s
sweet atmosphere. At least for a
bit—

Somewhere near the end of the
runway, and at perhaps 150 to 200
feet above it, the engine suddenly
seized. With absolutely no chance
to return to the runway, Don
skillfully maneuvered to the only
open field, avoiding all homes in
the area. The touch down was
firm in the soft field, and his
forward speed took the Zenith
through a barbed wire fence and
on into a field choked with six-foot
high willows. Both the fencing and
the willows helped to decelerate
the airplane and this greatly
benefited the Copelands.

With main gear partially failed, the
pair had little trouble exiting the
airplane—it was only a short step
down. Fearing that a fire could
erupt, Don and Jeri put some
distance between themselves and
the airplane—until Jeri realized

she was missing one shoe and ran
back to get it! Funny how people
do such things, but I'm guilty of
doing it myself (I was in a concrete
building when an earthquake
began shaking the building
violently—I ran back in to rescue a
glass of scotch!).

Gary Krysztopik rushed to the
area, and many other San
Geronimoites were soon on the
scene helping the Copelands back
to the airport proper. Jim Munro
covered the canopy area with a
tarp, and then started to arrange
for a retrieval crew. By Monday
morning, the FAA had determined
that the connecting rod in the #1
cylinder had failed, and that Don
had received the proper training in
that airplane. He was also
commended for his superb
airmanship. They pronounced
their investigation complete, and
both the FAA and the insurance
company approved the airplane for
movement.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 10)

Runway 35 OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF EAA CHAPTER 35 — SAN ANTONI O, TEXAS




RUNWAY 35

Volume 48 Issue 11

Page 2

TOOL CRIB GREATLY EXPANDED

By Norris Warner

Three Chapter 35 volunteers spent all day
Sunday, Oct 15th, retrieving items from John
Killian's shop in Bulverde. Terry Gombert, Brad
Doppelt and I, along with John and his hired
hand Juan, strained, sweated, and exhausted
ourselves in loading three trailers full of very
valuable shop stuff.

Upon arrival at San Geronimo, we unloaded one
trailer in Ed Seurer's hangar (my son needed his
trailer back for work the next day), and the other
two are parked in Ed's hangar. We'd sure rather
not unload and reload and unload again until the
new chapter hangar is available. One of these
trailers is mine, and the other is John Killian's--
we both can do without for a while. Oh yes,
helping us unload the one trailer were Ed
Seurer, Terry Winnet (who is TDY here for 30
days), John Latour, John Kuhfahl, Kris
Niswonger and our three very tired drivers.

We will give John Killian an IRS "write-off" letter
as soon as an accurate appraisal can be made
of the value. Some of the items we retrieved
include; welding table, machine lathe, wood
lathe, table saw, chop saw, planer, bench belt
sander, two band saws, air compressor, three
roll around tool cabinets with tools, one large
lockable tool chest, parts washer cabinet, sand
blaster cabinet, paint gun, air hose, shop fan,
shop heater, drill press, epoxy pump, cable
cutter, nicropress squeezer, rivet squeezer, and
all sorts of hand tools. And, we couldn't take the
16" worktable and plastic cabinets of assorted
nuts, bolts, and such. To be sure, another trip is
in order. Oh yes, John has welcomed us to sell
items that are totally not compatible with our
aircraft education and building mission

We should thank Brad for the use of his truck,
my son Norris 1l (chapter member) for his truck
and trailer, and my son-in-law, Michael Jewett

(chapter member) for the use of his truck. | paid
for $50 of gas for my two family trucks, and I'm
sure Brad needed gas too. | am going to ask
the tool crib fund to reimburse our fuel costs.

Most of all, we want to thank John Killian--
longtime chapter member--for his huge and
valuable contribution to our tool crib. We are
surely in your debt! When you see John and his
lovely wife, Jessie, at our Christmas Banquet, be
sure to express our appreciation.

The challenge now will be to keep people from
walking off with all the bits and pieces! In that
regard, Jack Ridgway has offered to help
inventory and data base our treasures for
control. Our Tool Crib manager, Bob Cabe, has
investigated other chapter’s control system and
will set up reasonable, yet secure
requirements. Please inspect this "haul" at Ed's
hangar at your convenience. And, as always,
the volunteers have the most fun!

Nortimest to e Reseue

By Norris Warner

Once again, when the electric gremlins tried
their best to keep a perfectly good airplane
grounded, Mike Brandt of North West Starter
and Alternator whupped ‘em. In this case,
Mike overhauled a malfunctioning Sky Tec
starter for a mere $22.00, a price we can all
live with.

Located at 7106 Eckhert in San Antonio, Mike
can be reached at 210.521.0011 or
800.866.0312. He can perform his magic on
alternators, starters and generators of almost
any type or kind. And for those of us with
experimental aircraft, you are certain to get a
quality repair at a very fair price.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’'S COCKPIT: ROCH LaROCCA

By: Roch LaRocca

The Wings and Wheels fly-in went
great even though the weather tried
it's best to spoil the festivities. |
would like to thank all the Chap 35
members who brought their planes
out of their hangers to display
around the club house. It really
made for a great show. The
corvette club had a very nice
showing and there was plenty of
food for everyone all day. The
Angel flight representatives were
very happy considering the dreary
weather. | really want to thank
Ruth Herron for her time and

energy. She cleaned the carpet at the
clubhouse after the fly-in (lots of mud and dirt).
She did such a wonderful job and words cannot
express our appreciation. THANK YOU!!

| do also want to mention that Don and Geri
Copeland had an accident in their Zenith 601.
The aircraft lost all power shortly after takeoff
from San Geronimo. Don managed to
maneuver the plane to a relatively flat spot and
with the help of a fence, got the aircraft down
and stopped. Both were able to walk away
without injury but the aircraft was a total loss. |
thank the Lord that they were spared any injury
and want to again thank our members who
came to Don and Geri’s aid after the mishap.

The 2006 Christmas party is right around the
corner and we only have 64 tickets left to sell so

please get them early. It will be on 9 December
with refreshments at 6:30 and dinner at 7:00.
Each person will need to bring a small gift for the
gift-exchange after dinner. Tickets are $20 each
and can be purchased from me in person at the
11 November meeting or send a check to me
written out to EAA Chapter 35 and | will then
send you the tickets.

Mail checks to:

Roch LaRocca

17111 Blanco Park Cove
San Antonio, TX 78248
rocbar@sbcglobal.net

We will be putting together the 2007 meeting
schedule soon so if you have a presentation that
you would like to present next year, please let
me know so | can get you on the schedule. We
have also had some board members move away
and resign so there are some openings. If you
are interested in making a difference and having
a bigger part in the Chapter, please let me know.
If you don’t come to me, | may be coming to you
anyway. Thanks again for all you do.

Fly Safe.

Runway 35 OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF EAA CHAPTER 35 — SAN ANTONI O, TEXAS




RUNWAY 35

Volume 48 Issue 11

Page 4

NEWS CLIPS

Power-0n Laneing

By Roch LaRocca

The November meeting/Chili-cookoff will
feature a presentation by Kris Niswonger on
Power Off Landing procedures and
techniques. Given our members’ recent
experiences, this is a timely presentation.

Texas Flyein Signs Installed

By Norris Warner
Vinyl Signs Installed at Hondo

Longtime member and staunch EAA
supporter John Killian has authorized SWRFI
to place “EAA Texas Fly-In” signs on his huge
hangar at the Hondo airfield. These signs,
which signify the fly-in use of his building for
our annual regional show, were done by Kris
Niswonger, chapter member and vinyl artist
extraordinaire. Kris now has the ability to
even do “nose art” along with all sorts of vinyl
trim. Kris can be reached at 210.557.3585.

Cliristmas Party lenu

By Roch LaRocca
Chicken Chardonnay

penne pasta, roma tomatoes, grilled
spinach, sautéed mushrooms

with a creamy chardonnay sauce
Grilled Vegetable Medley
Fresh Garden Salad
Garlic Bread
Chocolate Dream Pie

pecan crust, cream cheese filling,
chocolate pudding,

chocolate chips and pecans
Ice Tea/Coffee

Chili Ceelof

By Roch LaRocca

ATTENTION ALL COOKS!

Get out your crock pots and your
grandmothers Chili recipe because it is time to
compete in the Annual Chapter 35 Chili cook
off competition. Please call me or email me if
you can, and let me know if you are bringing
Chili and/or some cornbread. If some want to
bring desserts also, that would be great. Let's
make this a delicious and fun meal. | would
like to have an idea of how many pots of chili
there will actually be and a prize will be
awarded for the best chili. For all others, plan
on a great dinner for $5.00 at 5:30 with the
regular meeting around 7:00.
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