
 

 

THE MOUSE 
 

By Oscar Zuniga 

I've been a member of EAA and 
AOPA for a number of years, as 
have many of you, so I've come to 
expect the usual “get ready for win-
ter” types of articles in the maga-
zines about this time of year.  
Since I haven't owned my own air-
plane for too many years, much of 
the seasonal information wasn't of 
interest to me and I glossed over it.  
Weatherizing the airplane, preheat-
ing the engine, removing frost from 
the wings, and (get this)- planning 
for reduced braking action when 
landing on snow-covered runways, 
meant about as much to me as 
adding Prist to the fuel or checking 
the de-ice boots on the wing lead-
ing edges.  So I've only recently 
learned a few lessons about air-
plane ownership in the winter 
months.  Here are three. 

Lesson one: mice like hangars.  

Corollary to this lesson: field mice 
are small and they are plentiful.  I 
guess you'd say that Randy, the 
owner of our hangar, learned a 
harder lesson about mice than I did 
because he went in one day and 
found his sectional charts all 
shredded into a nice mouse nest, 
along with all kinds of other things 
nibbled and chewed in the hangar 
and in his airplane's cockpit.  The 
other thing I've noticed is that mice 
always prefer the nicest and most 
expensive airplane in the hangar, 
so I've resolved to always share a 
hangar with nicer airplanes than 
mine!  Randy invested in a dozen 
mouse traps that we keep scat-
tered around the hangar and that 
seems to be keeping that problem 
under control.  (Note to Randy: we 
need to get some more tortilla, or 
peanut butter, or whatever it was 
that we bait the traps with.) 

Lesson two: gas goes stale.  Corol-
lary to this lesson: autogas not only 
goes stale, it forms varnish and 
goo.  Fortunately, I learned this 
lesson by leaving my Vespa 
scooter parked in the hangar for 
nearly a year without running it, 
and NOT by leaving gas sitting in 
my airplane.  Oh, it was plenty bad 
enough when I found that the Ve-
spa wouldn't start, the choke lever 
wouldn't move, the throttle was fro-
zen, and when I removed the air 
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    THE MOUSE (CONTINUED) 
(Continued from Page 1) 

filter and the top of the float bowl to have a look, 
there was varnish and orange goo everywhere.  
I was not happy, even though I'm a University of 
Texas alumnus and I love orange.  A half-dozen 
cleaning sessions and a few weeks later, the 
Vespa still isn't running right.  The moral of the 
story is that you simply should not leave fuel sit-
ting in your airplane's tank, the float bowl, gas-
colator, or anywhere else over the winter.   The 
best cure for this problem is to fly, fly, fly the air-
plane!  Second best cure is to run the fuel out of 
the carb and drain anything that you can be-
cause gas will not keep indefinitely and it reverts 
to a stale and yucky state over time. 

Lesson three: what you don't see CAN hurt you.  
Corollary to this lesson: most ELTs are tucked 
away where you can't see them.  The ELT in my 
Pietenpol is behind the pilot's seat, and although 
I always look back there during preflight, I con-
fess that I hadn't been looking closely at the 
ELT.  When it 
came time to 
do the annual 
condition in-
spection, I 
knew that the 
ELT battery 
was due for a 
change be-
cause it was 
more than 24 
months since 
I had installed 
it and the 
FARs require 
a change at 
that point or 
after the unit 
has been ac-
tivated by im-
pact.  I was 

dismayed to find that there was white powdery 
corrosion all over the unit and its mount at the 
point where the battery and transmitter join to-
gether.  I completely disassembled the unit, 
mount, ground plane, and everything else and 
had to clean corrosion and repaint everything 
with epoxy paint before it was ready to put back 
in service.  Nothing was touching electrical 
parts, it was simply the battery of the older-style 
Narco 121.5 Mhz ELT, which is still legal for my 
airplane.  So... check that battery on your ELT 
because it ain't getting any younger and  corro-
sion is NOT a good thing around airplanes! 

It's hard to get up the gumption to go flying in 
the winter when it's cold or windy outside, and 
it's even harder to go out to the hangar to do 
preventive maintenance.  However, I can tell you 
that the lessons I'm learning tell me that it can 
save money, aggravation -and maybe even your 
“bacon”- if you take the time to watch over your 
airplane and hangar during the winter months.  
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By John Latour 

EAA Ch 35 Board Meeting - Our next meeting is 
at 4 p.m. on November 14 at the EAA Club 
House..  The agenda is as follows:  

·  2010 - 2011 Officers and Board of Directors 

·  Christmas Party & Awards Banquet 

·  B-17 Flying Fortress 

Seventh Annual Chili Cook-Off – Okay Ch 35 
Chili kings & queens, pull out your pots & pans. 
It’s that time of the year again. Now is the time 
to find Grandmas recipe and whip up a batch of 
smoking hot chili. I challenge each and every 
past chili cook-off winner to compete in the 2009 
Chili Cook-off, November 14. Please call or E-
mail to let me know if you are bringing chili, 
cornbread or desert. A prize will be awarded for 
the best chili.  

Election Committee Nominations – The Election 
Committee lead by Lew Mason nominated 2010-
11 officers as follows: 

·  Dave Baker for President 

·  Jim Feighny for Vice President 

·  Dennis Scheidt for Secretary 

·  Dee Brame for Treasurer 

Chapter 35 directors thank Lew and his nominat-
ing committee for the initiative. Open nomina-
tions were also accepted from the membership 
during the October meeting. No other name was 
submitted. If you would like to nominate a club 
member for one of the officer’s positions please 
talk to John Latour (830 612-2232 or Dave 
Baker (210 688-3358) as soon as possible. 

B-17 Flying Fortress, Nov 20-22 – Be a cham-
pion. Participate in the B-17 Tour. Offer your 
services to help us make the Flying Fortress visit 
a success. See Dave Baker for details. 

General Program: Implementation of Chili Cook-
Off, 2010-11 Election of Officers & Directors and 

Planning for B-17 Flying Fortress Tour is our 
program for November . 

2009 CHRISTMAS PARTY & AWARDS BAN-
QUET TICKETS – Tickets will be on sale at the 
November 14 meeting for the Christmas Party & 
Awards Banquet, December 12. The menu & 
cost are being developed for approval by the 
Board of Directors. 

OCTOBERFEST – Link lovers wolfed down sau-
sages and sauerkraut at the October 10 meet-
ing. Gail Scheidt prepared a meal of meat and a 
stunning variety of sausage. We did everything 
but break out the steins. Members apparently 
appreciate that essence of National Sausage 
Month which neatly coincides with Oktoberfest. 
Gail served an outstanding Oktoberfest meal 
and we thank you very much. 

Costume Contest – Julius Braun, Gail Latour & 
Nelson Amen won the October Fest costume 
contest. Congratulations to all members for par-
ticipating. 

______________________________________________ 

ELECTRONIC EDITION 

This newsletter is also available online and in 
color.  Please visit the following URL:  

http://www.eaa35.org/ENL/Nov_09/Nov_09.pdf 

Blue skies at Reklaw 2009 
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NEWS CLIPS 

Randy Stout To Begin New Career 

By Oscar Zuniga 

My hangar-mate Randy, is in line to complete 
his nursing school the end of this month (top of 
his class, I might add) and start his new career 
in healthcare.  
Randy is the EAA 
35 chili cook-off 
champion from 
two years ago, a 
staunch EAA 35 
member, com-
pleted his own 
homebuilt, partici-
pates in many of 
the chapter activi-
ties, and is about 
as nice a guy as 
you can find 
around a hangar. 

  

Thanks from CarolAnn 

By John Latour 

Hello John - 

You and your generous chapter donated $420 
to ALS research.  Along with the other dona-
tions last week, I mailed over $5000 to ALS this 
week.  What a great way to finish my summer 
tour of the US.  Please pass on my sincere 
thanks to your chapter members. 

 See you next time I fly through!  All the best, 

CarolAnn 
Garratt, 
Ocala, 
Florida 

 

 

 

 
 

Turbine Marchetti at Reklaw 2009   

See Jim Feighny’s report on Page Five 

November Chili Cook-off 

By John Latour 

Chili Lovers, sign-up today for making chili at 
EAA Ch 35 meeting, 5:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov 
14. 1st place prize $50. 

Chili is one recipe that is loved by all. It does 
not matter whether "real" chili contains beans 
or not., it will be loved by all members. Make 
your chili mild or spicy, with beans or without, 
with meat or vegetarian. Just make a serving 
for EAA Ch 35 Chili Cook-off. 

We plan to serve 40 people. A normal recipe 
serves 4, 6, or 8. Choose you recipe and num-
ber of servings. Help me by letting me know the 
amount you plan to serve. Let's make the 2009 
EAA Ch 35 Chili Cook-Off the best ever. 

Randy  
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By Jim Feighny 
I flew the Stinson over to the Flying M ranch on 
Friday October 23 to attend the Flying M ranch 
fly-in.  This was their 25th year of staging a great 
aviation gathering. 

The trip over and into Reklaw was beautiful, and 
the traffic into the ranch was not too hectic.  I 
was a little leery of the two swales in the runway, 
knowing they had had the same rains that we 
enjoyed earlier last week in SAT.  The runway 
had drained pretty well and Dave had the grass 
at just the right height to leave the tell-tail wisp of 
grass in your tail wheel springs. 

By 1000 on Friday, there were more that 200 
airplanes on the field, by my count.  The guy, 
who was having the most fun, was the pilot of a 
Legal Eagle who did an amazing job of fitting 
himself in amongst the rest of the traffic to do 
slow flight demos, stop and goes in about 50 
feet.  Many, many more aircraft arrived through 
out the day, including the annual night (I do 
mean night) arrival of the C-170, and now a 
wingman, into a blacked out grass strip, bor-
dered by 100 ft pine trees.  Interesting airplanes 
were an Italian Turboprop powered observer 
SIAI-Marchetti SM.1019 (think O-1 with a very 
long nose) that in addition to having the distinc-
tive sound and smell of a turbine, also backed 
into his camp site.  The other was a Wilga, 

which is very tall. 

Friday night dinner was with friends from Zuehl 
at their campsite.  I visited the hangar also to 
check out the fare….they had run out of stew 
with about 150 left to serve and had to resort to 
sausage sandwiches (of an unknown  vintage) 
for the late comers.  Saw many visitors from the 
chapter who had made it in line for the good 
stuff. 

Saturday was another beautiful day with many 
more airplanes coming in for the day and to set 
up camp for the night. It was heartening to see 
the number of families, dads and kids at the fly-
in.  There was also the usual number of middle-
aged ladies with their purse hounds in the mix.  I 
especially like the one crossing the runway with 
two “Muffie’s” (not trained to heal or walk on the 
leash) during the mass arrival phase.    

I left on Saturday and headed back to 8T8.  As I 
was waiting for takeoff, my wings suddenly 
stated rocking, looked out my side window to 
find Bob Severance and company saying 
howdy.   

Stopped at Cherokee County to refuel 
($3.50/gal) and ran into an agitated RV driver. It 
must have been his first experience at the won-
der of Reklaw as he was a little unnerved at the 
arrival and departure “procedures”.  The best 
little fly-in in Texas. 

REKLAW 2009 



 

 Ru n w ay  35    OFFI CI AL NEW SLETTER OF EAA CHAPTER 35  –  SAN ANTONI O, TEXAS 

P a g e  6  RUNWAY 35 V o l u m e  5 1  I s s u e  1 1  

 

By Dave Baker  

We will be hosting the EAA's "Aluminum Over-
cast" B-17 Flying Fortress on November 19h 
through 23rd, 2009 at Stinson Airfield. We will 
need volunteers on the following days to insure 
this tour stop is successful: 

Tour update: 

Once again our Chapter members have stepped 
up to the task and volunteered for most of the 
"duties" we have to perform during the B-17 
Tour Stop on November 20th, 21st and 22nd of 
November. All of the Aircraft Tour positions have 
been filled as well as the Passenger Escorts for 
all three days. Now, as to the Merchandise 
Sales positions we have the following times still 
open: 

Friday, Nov. 20th two people from 9:00 to 
11:00am and one from 1:00 to 3:00pm and two 
from 3:00 to 5:00pm. 

Saturday, Nov. 21st one person from 9:00 to 
11:00am, one from 11:00am to 1:00pm and one 
from 3:00 to 5:00pm. 

Sunday, Nov. 22nd two people from 9:00 to 
11:00am, two from 11:00am to 1:00pm, two from 
1:00 to 3:00 pm and one from 3:00 to 5:00pm. 

The Merchandise Sales positions are very vital 
to the success of this Tour Stop. A lot of the 
Chapter's potential earnings are from the Mer-
chandise Sales, so PLEASE step up and help 
your chapter out by volunteering for one or more 
of these times listed for these three days.  

This will be a great opportunity for the Chapter 
to raise some much needed funds. We will re-
ceive a percentage of money from merchandise 
sales, aircraft flights and ground tours, so you 
can see we have a great opportunity to accom-
plish this so PLEASE sign-up with Dave Baker 
via e-mail (iflyaerosport@sbcglobal.net) or 
phone-210-410-9235. Please let me know the 
date(s), time(s) and position(s) you are volun-

teering for.  

I will keep the membership informed (via the 
newsletter) each month on our progress for vol-
unteers. We will accept even more of you than is 
posted here. This is a "minimal" amount of peo-
ple needed. There will also be some "special in-
centives" for the volunteer group that we will go 
into as we get closer to the Tour Stop dates.  

If anyone has any question, please call or e-mail 
me. THANK YOU SO VERY, VERY MUCH. 

Dave Baker 

‘ALUMINUM OVERCAST’ B-17 COMING TO SAN ANTONIO 

B-17 TOUR STOP 

November 19-22, 2009 

Our chapter has available some VIP Ground 
Tour passes that will be awarded to our volun-
teers! I have received calls / e-mails from about 
ten people so far BUT we need a lot more of 
you. Please send me your name and time / 
date you will be available to help your chapter 
in this great event. If anyone has any ques-
tions, please call me 210-410-9235. 

Thanks for your support, 

Dave Baker, B-17 Tour Stop Chairman 
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NEWSCLIPS (CONTINUED) 
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   POSITION        NAME  PHONE   EMAIL                                          

  CHAIRPERSON  NAME   PHONE   EMAIL 

AIR ACADEMY MAARTEN VERSTEEG 210.256.8972 maarten.versteeg@sbcglobal.net 

YOUNG EAGLES BRAD DOPPELT 210.380.2025 brad_doppelt@yahoo.com 

FACILITIES JOHN KUHFAHL 210.365.0120 johnkuhfahl@yahoo.com 

GROUNDS GAIL SCHEIDT 210.862.4396 gailps@att.net   

COMM GEAR VACANT    Your Skills Desired 

MEMBERSHIP RON O’DEA 210.488.5088 r2av8r@yahoo.com 

NEWSLETTER STEVE JONES 210.679.8783 eaa35news@gmail.com 

HANGAR DAN CERNA 210.688.9345 dacerna@att.net 

TOOL CRIB DAVE BAKER 210.688.3358 iflyaerosport@sbcglobal.net 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

FLYING START 

COUNTRY STORE 

FLIGHT ADVISORS 

 

TECHNICAL  

COUNSELORS 

BILL BARTLETT 

BRAD DOPPELT 

DANNY & ROXANNE BEAVERS 

SKIP BARCHFELD 

RON O’DEA 

PAUL MCREYNOLDS 

BRAD DOPPELT 

SKIP BARCHFELD 

210.494.7194 

210.380.2025 

830.931.9053 

830.363.7649 

210.488.5088 

210.363.1434 

210.380.2025 

830.363.7649 

 

bartlettsat@gmail.com 

brad_doppelt@yahoo.com 

dbeavers@txun.net 

jpmm1@hillcountry.net 

r2av8r@yahoo.com 

pmcreynolds@satx.rr.com 

brad_doppelt@yahoo.com 

jpmm1@hillcountry.net 

    

WEBSITE BOB SEVERANCE 210.889.0472  sapropbuster@satx.rr.com 

BUILDER’S ACADEMY BOB SEVERANCE 210.889.0472 sapropbuster@satx.rr.com 

AEROEVENTS BILL BARTLETT 210.494.7194 bartlettsat@gmail.com 

PRESIDENT JOHN LATOUR 830.612.2232 latourjohn@att.net 

VICE PRESIDENT DAVE BAKER 210.688.3358 iflyaerosport@sbcglobal.net 

SECRETARY DOUG APSEY 210.479.8593 dapsey@satx.rr.com 

TREASURER DEE BRAME 210.493.5512 deeb@satx.rr.com 

AT LARGE (B) BRUCE HARRISON 210.507.2698 zeusmoose@mac.com 

AT LARGE (B) RON O’DEA 210.488.5088 r2av8r@yahoo.com 

AT LARGE (B) JAMES FEIGHNY 210.601.8607 jfeighny@satx.rr.com 

AT LARGE (B) BRAD DOPPELT 210.380.2025 brad_doppelt@yahoo.com 

PAST PRESIDENT (B) DAN CERNA 210.688.9345 dcerna@att.net 

PAST PRESIDENT (B) LEW MASON 210.688.9072 lewnan@sbcglobal.net 

BOARD ADVISOR JOHN KILLIAN 830.438.9799 jmkillian1@gmail.com 

Please Read This…Please note that, as always, in the past, present, or future, any communication issued by the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 35, regard-
less of form, format, and/or media used, which includes, but it not limited to this newsletter and audio/video recordings, any digital formats including any EAA Chapter 35 
website, is presented solely for the purpose of providing a clearinghouse of ideas, opinions, and personal accounts.  Anyone using the aforementioned does so at their 
own risk.  Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed or implied and you are without recourse to anyone.  Any event announced and/or listed herein is done as a 
matter of information only and does not constitute approval, control, involvement,  sponsorship or direction or any event local or otherwise.  
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2009 CHAPTER CALENDAR 

 

 

May 09  GENERAL MEETING 

  SOCIAL:5:00 p.m.  

  DINNER: Flavor of San Antonio - Enchiladas 5:30 p.m. by Donor 

  PROGRAM: Sun & Fun Fly-In Review 6:45 p.m. Rescheduled to August 08 

June 13 ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING & PICNIC 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

  EMERGENCY BOARD MEETING 9:00 a.m.John Latour 

  SOCIAL 10:00 a.m.Chapter 35 Members 

  LUNCH - Bill Miller's by Donor & Covered Dish 11:00 a.m.Dave Baker 

  BUSINESS MEETING After Lunch John Latour 

July 11 EARLY MEETING & BOARD MEETING 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

  BOARD MEETING 9:00 a.m.Board Members 

  2010 ELECTION - Appoint Nominating Committee Ch 35 President 

  LUNCH: Pot Luck & Covered Dish11:00 a.m.Chapter 35 Members 

  PROGRAM: 2009 Sun & Fun Fly-In Review After Lunch Jim Schlattman 

 July 18 AERO EVENT: FIVE-CARD STUD POKER RUN 10:00 a.m.Bill Bartlett 

August 08 EARLY MEETING 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

  2010 ELECTION - Canvas Officers & Directors Nominating Committee 

  BUSINESS MEETING 10:00 a.m.John Latour 

  LUNCH: TBD 11:00 a.m. 

 PROGRAM:  Ercoupe Restoration After Lunch John Kuhfahl 

  September 12 EARLY MEETING 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

  2010 ELECTION - Canvas Membership & EligibilityNominating Committee 

Spot Landing Contest Bill Bartlett 

 October 10 GENERAL MEETING Social @ 5:00 p.m.This Meeting is in Planning Stage 

  2010 ELECTION - Present Nominees Obtained Nominating Committee 

  DINNER:5:30 p.m. 

  PROGRAM: World Record Flight for ALS 6:45 p.m.CarolAnn Garratt 

 November 14 CHILI COOK-OFF, FLY-IN & BOARD MEETING - 4:00 p.m.  

  2010 ELECTION of Officers & Directors  

 December 12 CHRISTMAS PARTY & AWARDS BANQUET Chapter 35 Club House 

  2010 ELECTION - O & D Assume Responsibility 

  DINNER 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

    



 

 

 

WANTED AND FOR SALE 

Instructor Available.  Chapter member Bob 
Cabe has recertified his CFI & CFII.  Available to 
EAAers for BFR’s. (210) 493-7223. 

For Aircraft Hangar Rentals at San Geronimo 
Airpark, please call Dan Cerna (210) 688-9345, 
Dave Baker (210) 410-9235 or Dennis Scheidt 
(210) 688-3210 

FOR SALE: RV-9A Empennage completely fin-
ished / primed. This set comes with the electric 
trim pkg. Original value over $1700.00 (in kit 
form). Project donated to the Chapter by mem-
ber Bob Guthrie. Please contact Dave Baker 
(210-410-9235) if interested and / or want to see 
finished product. 

FOR SALE: Fun Flying RANS S18 Stinger II 
Award Winner, Rotax 
912UL, 80 hp, NEW, 
54 hrs/tach, $30,000 
firm, Jim Havens, 
(210)680-7882 home, 
(210)347-2455 CP  

FOR RENT: EAA Chapter 35 Hangar Space. 
Rent a 10' x 20' space & get free use of hangar 
Equipment & tooling. Please call Dan Cerna 
210.688.9345, E-Mail dacerna@att.net or John 
Latour 830.612.2232, E-Mail latourjohn@att.net  

FOR RENT: 1800 sqft Home, 2 Bdrm w/ Loft, 3 
Bath, 4 car gar/Hangar at San Geronimo Air-
park (8T8). 3/4 ac lot. $1600.00 Mo. Will con-
sider "option to purchase" also. Call Gene 
Naquin 830-876-8990 

FOR SALE: Thundergull 2000. Single seat, 
20ft aluminum wing, composite fuselage, Rotax 
503 oil injected with 360 hrs TTAF, 3 blade 
Warp drive prop, ten gallon fuel tank, aluminum 
Hagar wheels. Basic instrumentation / EIS, ASI 
, ALT, COMPASS, ICOM radio, 150ft or less 
take off/ landing, cruise is 90 mph, stall full 
flaps 35mph, excellent visibility and handles 
like a fighter for only $14,000. Contact John 
Behrendt at jbehrendt82@aol.com or call (920) 
327-9395 

THORPEDO PARTNERS WANTED Two experi-
enced pilots wanted to share cost of a new Thor-
pedo Trainer Light Sport Aircraft (LSA). Initial 
cost: $25,000 per person. Ed Eades, 2400-hour 
retired Air Force Pilot.   830-612-2227 or 210-
683-5942. Steve Cerwin, 1000-hour Instrument-
Commercial Pilot.   830-612-3911 or 210-289-
9592. Aircraft to be kept either at Castroville Mu-
nicipal Airport or Medina River Ranch Private 
Airport near Pipe Creek. 

FOR SALE: 5x8 Enclosed 
Trailer. Licensed, Cargo 
Door, Good Tires, $1800.00 
OBO, Brian Goode 727-709-
1159 

FOR SALE: 1976 Beechcraft Sundowner C-23 
180 TTA&E-2203 
Compression all in 
the 70's. Oil analysis 
shows no significant 
wear. KTM MX 170 
Digital Nav/Coms, 
King ADF, King KT78 

Trans w/ New Encoder, 3 LMB/ ILS, VOR, STS 
Loran, great useful load (870Lbs). 9 GPH, 120  
MPH.  Asking $38,000.  Dave Baker 210-410-
9235 

______________________________________ 
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John Kuhfahl unveils his Project Ercoupe at 
Reklaw 2009 



 

 

 

Thank Our Sponsors (and bring them some business!) 
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Ron Paduh’s L-2 at Reklaw 2009 



 

 

Ron O'Dea, Membership Chairman 
15464 FM 471 W., #14 
San Antonio, TX 78253 
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Chapter 35, San Antonio, TX 
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   Please support those businesses that support YOUR local EAA chapter.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

     Paste Address Label Here 

Ron O'Dea, Membership Chairman 
15464 FM 471 W., #14 
San Antonio, TX 78253 

W h en  Do  You  Meet ? 

 

Second Saturday of the Month 

November 14 CHILI COOK-OFF, FLY-IN & 
BOARD MEETING - 4:00 p.m.  

  2010 ELECTION of Officers & Directors  
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