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October 11th Meeting Starts off with the Chili Cook-Off at 
5:30pm Sharp. Guest Speaker Jim Havens—Hawk Missile 
Expert Will Talk About the Past, Present and Future of Anti-
Aircraft Missile Technology. See you There! 

 
 
 
 
 
Our fourth Young Eagles event for the year, held on September 13th, proved to be 
a great day for flying and eating pancakes. We started flying Young Eagles 
around 8 a.m. and by 3 p.m. we had flown a total of seventy-one kids. This brings 
our total for the year to 309 Young Eagles! 
 
The six pilots and many volunteers made for 
another successful Chapter 35 Young Eagles 
event. Safety is always our number one concern 
and the many volunteers ensure all of our 
events are safe. Thanks to all of the volunteers 
who have made this year’s events possible. 
Here is a summary of the Young (continued pg. 11)    
 
Above Jim McIrvin and 3 YE’s. Right Steve Carlson. 

71 Kids Flown, 309 Total for the Year!  
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Please Read This…  
 
Please note that, as always, in the past, present, or future, any communication issued by the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 35, regardless of 
form, format, and/or media used, which includes, but it not limited to this newsletter and audio/video recordings, any digital formats including any EAA 
Chapter 35 website, is presented solely for the purpose of providing a clearinghouse of ideas, opinions, and personal accounts.  Anyone using the afore-
mentioned does so at their own risk.  Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed or implied and you are without recourse to anyone.  Any event 
announced and/or listed herein is done as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, control, involvement,  sponsorship or direction or 
any event local or otherwise.  
 
EAA HQ and EAA chapters, along with any viable aviation organization, may reproduce any material within these pages if appropria te due credit 
is given.  ©2003 by EAA Chapter 35 unless otherwise noted.  

Key Members 2003 
 

President  
Norris Warner 830.510.4334 
NJWarner@indian-creek.net 
 

Vice-president  
Steve Carlson 210.545.2376 
carlson3@sbcglobal.net 
 

Secretary  
Lee Ann Carlson 210.545.2376 
carlson3@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer  
Joanne Warner 830.510.4334 
NJWarner@indian-creek.net 
 

Board Members  
Dave Baker 210.688.3358 
Lew Mason 210.688.9072 
Bob Masters 210.545.4849 
Skip Barchfeld 830.363.7649 
Don Woodham 210.688.3052 
Jim McIrvin 210.481.3308 
 

Newsletter Editor  
Kris Niswonger 608.347.9949 
Kris123@tds.net 
 

Ass’t Newsletter Editor(s)  
D + M  Talley  210.521.2359 
EAA35@satx.rr.com 
 

Webmaster  
Steve Carlson 210.545.2376 
 

Young Eagles Coordinator  
Brad Doppelt  210.558.8909 
Brad_Doppelt@yahoo.com 
 

Membership Chairperson  
John Latour 210.680.0332 
johnlatourpe@earthlink.net  
 

Public Affairs Officer  
Jim McIrvin 210.275.7780 
mcirvinj@swbell.net 
 

Radio/Communications Officer  
Jim Munro 210.680.3629 
mr.munro@juno.com 
 

Facilities Manager  
John Kuhfahl 210.688.9473 
johnkuhfahl@yahoo.com 
 

Flight Advisors  
Skip Barchfeld 830.363.7649 
jmr2@awesomenet.net  
 

Norris Warner 830.510.4334 
Jim McIrvin 210.275.7780 
 

Technical Counselors  
Norris Warner 830.510.4334 
Paul McRenyolds 210.697.1434 
rv4paulmc@aol.com 
Stan Shannon 830.997.8802 
shannons@beecreek.net  
 

Safety Officer  
Bob Cabe  210.493.7223 
linda_cabe@hotmail.com 
 
Groundskeeper  
Steve Antonelli 210.764.7908 
 

Page 2  RUNWAY 35 

With the Wind    By Kris Niswonger  ENL Editor 

“Was doing 
the newslet-
ter thingy 
everything 
you thought 
it would be? 
This is what 
Dave Talley 
asked me in 

a recent e-mail. No, here’s why. When I 
met Dave and Miriam up at the Ultralight 
Barn at Oshkosh 2003, we discussed 
what was involved with editing the news-
letter. The deal was that Dave was going 
to send me everything he had and I 
would show him what I could do with it. I 
had no idea I would be designing an 
electronic version of Runway 35. The 
idea only came to me after Dave sug-
gested that I sign up for EAA’s e-
HOTLINE newsletter. I enjoyed the elec-
tronic newsletter concept so much, that I 
learned how to create an HTML (Web) 
newsletter email. I used the best of 
EAA’s ideas and took it up a notch.  
 
As you probably know, the average an-
nual dues for an EAA Chapter are in the 
$25-$40 dollar range, Ours is only $18. 
Why? Well, one good reason is that our 
16-20 page newsletter is published for 
free by Ed Seuer. That’s around 4000 
pages per month! We only pay for the 
paper, toner and postage. Even with free 
printing, an average of $8-$10 dollars of 
your annual dues goes for the newsletter. 
That leaves about 9 dollars for everything 
else. (maintenance, improvements, utili-
ties, etc)  If we subbed it out to a local 
printer, the annual costs for the newslet-
ter would exceed all of our $18 dollars 
paid in annual dues by about 6 bucks. An 
electronic newsletter makes good sense 
economically, environmentally, and es-

thetically. Who knows how long Ed will 
continue to publish our newsletter for 
free? 
 
If you enjoy the color electronic version I 
will continue to publish it. However, it’s a 
ton of work and I will only do it if enough 
people discontinue the costly black and 
white print version. If you prefer color, 
please tell Joanne that you will take the 
electronic version only. If you like the 
b+w print version, don’t worry, chances 
are we will always have one as long as I 
am editor.  
 
As you have probably noticed,  I have 
redesigned this newsletter while striving 
to give it a familiar look and feel. Bryan 
Tobias originally designed it. All I did was 
give it a fresh look. Here were some of 
my design goals. 
 
1. Easy to read. 
2. Consistent throughout. 
3. Visually pleasing. 
4. Easy to use. 
5. Clear and concise. 
6. Informative and entertaining. 
7. Reflects features found in the ENL. 
 
In this month’s newsletter we have inter-
national input from England, Germany, 
and Iraq. Check it out, and also I would 
be remiss if I didn’t mention that we have 
a great story from Miriam Talley (she so-
loed!). Don Staats wrote a couple of nice 
pieces, including a builder’s group that’s 
forming. Way to go Don! Oh and don’t 
forget to read what people have to say 
about the electronic version of RUNWAY 
35 in the new e-Letters to the Editor sec-
tion. Thanks to everyone for their kind 
words, especially Jim Munro, what a 
great guy! kgn  

            The Newsletter Thingy  



 

 

“ It’ll plain knock your hat in the creek,” 
as friend Ricci Ware tells us—and I’m 
talking about Newsletter Editor Kris 
Niswonger’s e-mail version of Run-
way 35.  Those of you who have fur-
nished us a correct e-mail address 
received a terrific, interactive elec-
tronic version of our award winning 
newsletter, and by the comments re-
ceived—well, it’s just super!  We’ve 
already heard from about 20 mem-
bers who say that’s what they would 
prefer, and no longer need the costly, 
mailed hard copy.  While it’s true that 
our “Prince of Print” David Talley had 
to struggle during the last days before 
the mailing deadline, he saved the 
bacon by handing over the camera-
ready proofs to Ed Seurer in the nick 
of time.  Many, many thanks to Kris 
and David, and also to Ed who contin-
ues to be our Runway 35 publisher. 
 
 Now for those of you who don’t know 
Kris Niswonger—well he is a six-year 
member of Chapter 35, although he 
still lives in Wisconsin.  He has pur-
chased a lot here at San Geronimo 
Airpark, but won’t be moving down for 
about a year.  In the meantime, 
please submit all articles, reminders, 
for sale ads, etc. to both Kris at 
kris123@tds.net, and David at 
eaa35@satx.rr.com.  All writings 
should be in the Microsoft Word for-
mat for their instant editing.  Kris will 
be putting out two newsletters (e-mail 
and hard copy) if he can manage the 
time.  It is almost double the work 
David and Miriam have had to do, so 
he needs your support and your arti-
cles.  As I understand it, the deadline 
every month will be the 28th, so don’t 
complicate things by being late and 
asking for a post-deadline insertion.  
Now—we really, really need someone 
to give us the local “gossip” that we 
need to keep David’s “Around the 
Patch” column going.  Someone who 
either lives at the airpark or is fre-
quently at the airpark would be ideal 
for this quite minor but essential task.  

Please call or e-mail me 
(830.510.4334/njwarner@indian-
creek.net) if you can step up—WE 
NEED YOU! 
 
 Don Staats wrote a very interesting 
and provocative article in the Septem-
ber Runway 35.  If you didn’t read it—
please go back and do so.  We’ve 
already received substantial feedback 
from two of our members, and we 
expect more—from you!  This is your 
best bet to influence the direction your 
chapter takes—but it’s up to you to 
speak up.  Don’s e-mail is 
dstaats@mail.ev1.net. 
 
 And speaking of Don, he has gra-
ciously chaired the Nominating Com-
mittee for this officer election cycle, 
and he has placed a notice about his 
committees’ suggested leaders for 
2004 and 2005 in this issue.  Electing 
your officers is one of the key things 
that the general membership does, so 
please do attend the October and 
November meetings. 
 
 September 13 was a great day for a 
Pancake Breakfast and a Young Ea-
gles event—but let me back up a cou-
ple of days.  On the Thursday prior, 
my son, Norris II brought his expert 
tree grooming crew to San Geronimo 
to sculpt the beautiful, huge live oaks 
that we enjoy.  Norris II has done this 
for the chapter—and for San 
Geronimo Airpark, Inc., for several 
years—and for no charge.  We are all 
grateful for your contributions, Norris 
(as an aside, Norris II, a Chapter 35 
member, recently surveyed a dam-
aged tree for one of our members, 
and then donated his fee to your 
Young Eagle’s program). 
 
 On Friday, following the 2-inch rain, a 
bunch of our volunteers gathered to 
haul off all the limbs that Norris’ crew 
felled.  It was pretty tough going, but 
between 10:00 AM and noon we got 
the area really looking nice, and even 

set up our “tower.”  Thanks to all of 
you hard workers, and especially to 
Deck Yoes, who was still suffering 
from a root canal procedure. 
 
 Then came Saturday morning, so I 
thought I’d show up early—around 
7:15 AM.  Well, in fact, about a dozen 
members beat me there (including 
Jim McIrvin in his gorgeous Cessna 
195).  Jim Munro had the coffee hot, 
so he must have really been early!  
Bob Masters, our Pancake Breakfast 
leader, had everything very well 
planned.  My bet is that his hardwork-
ing bride, Bettie Sue, had a lot to do 
with it.  My hat is off to all of you who 
made this event such a fine breakfast 
(and even lunch).  To mention just a 
few—Sweetheart Betty Day, Nancy 
and Lew Mason, Sherryl Jewett, Lori 
McIrvin, Joanne Warner, Lee Ann 
Carlson, Terryl Bryant, John Latour, 
and Weston Walker….and many oth-
ers! 
 
 At the same time, Brad Doppelt was 
coordinating the Young Eagle’s event, 
and busied himself setting up the 
computer-aided registration area with 
solid support from his bride, Jody, 
Ryan Doppelt and  Jillian Carlson 
manning the computer certificate du-
ties.  Jerry DeGroot once again took 
and printed pictures for all of the 
Young Eagles so that our youngsters 
could have a permanent keepsake 
(and all at no expense to the chap-
ter—thanks Jerry!)  the out –of-doors 
crew (Continued on page 8) 
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From the President’s Desk       By Norris Warner 
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Comments from the VEEP       By Steve Carlson 

As the new VEEP, my major duty is to 
put together the programs for the 
year. So far, I’ve been doing a great 
job staying out of the way and running 
with all the programs Don Staats put 
together. Soon, I will have spent all 
those good ideas, though, so if you 
have any thoughts for good programs 
send them along. For now, I can tell 
you about our next couple of pro-
grams, a fun fly out spot, and a great 
fall fly-in.  
 
 The October program is our own Jim 
Havens with war stories and other 
adventures. Remember this gathering 
also features the soon to be award 
winning chili cook off so be sure to 
get out to the chapter house. Norris 
says we will have a big bang to start 
the meeting so this will be a night 
we’ll be talking about for some time.  
Then in November we will have Deck 
Yoes and his non-pilot’s view of car-
rier operations. The meal will be pre-
sented by Robert Edwards and Jeorg 
Thees. Speculation for this meal runs 
toward the German, but good chefs 
like these can never be pinned down.  
 
 Norris writes well in his column on 
the fantastic ground support we had 
at our last official Young Eagles event 
of the year.  While all the hard work 
was going on, thanks to the endless 
energy of Team 35, I had the privilege 
of flying many incredible youngsters. I 
flew the children of a neighbor of Nor-
ris’, the sister of one of Louie’s rescu-
ers, and many young flyers were 
brought to the event by Sino 
Swearingen coworkers. It always fills 
me with pride when these parents 
entrust their children to me for a 
Young Eagles ride. Some employees 
even have pictures of me with their 
kids on their cubicle walls at the of-
fice. Monday morning water cooler 
discussions and comments from the 
pictures get discussions rolling which 
feeds more Young Eagles to our next 

event. It also feeds other discus-
sions about flying and chapter 
activities. This program really is a 
major positive part of our public 
face. 
 
 Need a great place to fly to for 
that $100 hamburger? We think 
we’ve found one of the better 
kept secret spots in south central 
Texas. My wife and daughter 
flew with me to beautiful Bren-
ham, Texas a few weeks ago. 
What a treat! It’s a nice cross 
country over woods and lush fields at 
133 nautical miles. They have a re-
cently resurfaced runway, and best of 
all they have a brand new restaurant 
right on the field. The restaurant is a 
fifties café themed malt shoppe with 
Rockola juke boxes in all the booths 
and poodle skirted waitresses atten-
tively doling out reasonably priced 
burgers, fries, onion rings and 
shakes. You can park your plane right 
outside the door, get fueled from the 
avgas service cart, and have a good 
meal at a good price. This place is 
really worth the trip. This is also the 
landing strip for the Blue Bell Ice 
Cream tour which, according to 
http://www.fun-places-to-fly.com/, is 
available Monday thru Friday for 
$2.50 with ice cream samples in-
cluded.  
 
 It’s nearly time again for one of the 
greatest laid back fly-ins in the coun-
try, Recklaw. Mark your calendar for 
October 24th thru the 26th. Dave and 
Marcia Mason host this very relaxed 
event out in the Big Piney Woods just 
east of Rusk. If you go you’ll find a 
4000 foot runway carved into the 
trees. The runway has a bit of a hump 
to it so if you haven’t managed to land 
on it in the first third, the rest of it runs 
away from you down the hill and you’ll 
never catch it. Land successfully and, 
weather permitting, you will find your-
self in a field of fun. The theme for 

this event? Well, there isn’t one, but 
there’s no registration fee either. So, 
park your plane in the woods, pitch 
your tent if you brought it, or hotel it if 
you’re squeamish. (I’ll see you at the 
hotel!)  Dave and Miriam Talley have 
pitched in to help publicize this event 
and save the Masons some postage 
so see them for flyers and thank them 
for helping promote this fun weekend. 
You can’t find a better bunch of folks 
to spend a weekend with.  
 
 
 Steve Carlson 
 
 Veepguy 
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