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It all started with an email I re-
ceived from the EAA calling for 
help and supplies for the Hurricane 
Disaster Relief fly-in organized by 

Chapter 513 at Houma Terre-
bonne airport, Louisiana (45 miles 
southwest of New Orleans). Even 
though the email was sent on 
Tuesday 9/13, I did not read it until 
Thursday 9/15. Upon reading it, I 
immediately showed it to my wife. 
Marcy and I have been trying our 
best to help as much as we can 

with the disaster. We have taken 
supplies to local shelters and even 
offered our house to evacuees (but 
never materialized). We felt frus-

trated to the fact that we wanted to 
do more but couldn’t. So when I 
read the email from the EAA I felt 
that finally I could do something 
that would directly impact the vic-
tims of this disaster. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

 

“Travel logs from members”—Hurricane Relief  flight by 
Alex Roca and his hand-crafted Zodiac 601 XL 
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MEETING NOTES 

BOARD MEETING @ 4:00 

DINNER @ 5:30 

MEETING @ 7:00 

PRESENTER:   

PAUL MCREYNOLDS  

RECONGNIZE THAT PAINT 
JOB FROM LAST MONTH?  
ALEX AND HIS ZODIAC  

DOING GOOD WORK FOR 
NEIGHBORS 



 

 

By Thursday night we had contacted our church 
requesting help with supplies. Within a matter of 
hours, they rounded up a couple of volunteers 

that sorted and packed tons of supplies per the 
suggested lists. By noon 
Friday, I had picked up 
the supplies at church. 
The folks at church had 

collected much more than 
I could carry. Even 

though I had calculated 
that my recently com-
pleted Zodiac 601 XL 

could carry about 250 lbs 
of supplies, they would 

probably not fit! So I 
loaded my truck with 

about 150 lbs of supplies 
(towels, diapers, baby 

wipes, soap, deodorant, 
food, etc). Friday evening 

was dedicated to plan-
ning the flight and getting the aircraft ready. The 

plan called for take off at 6:00 A.M. Saturday 

morning from Boerne Stage flying at an average 
cruise of 125 mph taking me straight to the first 

way point (81D) south of Houston to avoid Bravo 
airspace (yes… I’m a chicken) and 
then straight to my first re-fueling 
stop at (T00) east of Houston and 
finally, straight to (HUM) Houma, 
Louisiana. The trip was to take 4 
hours and 7 minutes plus time for 
a potty stop/refueling.  Actual take 
off was at 6:30 A.M. (thanks to my 

alarm clock snooze button!). I 
could not have asked for better 

weather and flying conditions tak-
ing off from Boerne. Winds were 

calm, very few clouds, a full moon 
setting on the west and sunrise 

coming up at my 11:00 o’clock po-
sition. Just beautiful! The first leg 

was uneventful. Weather forecasts 
called for scattered thunderstorms 

in the vicinity of New Orleans, but I was not 

ready for what I encountered south of Lake 
Charles. CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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HURRICANE RELIEF  ALEX ROCA 
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A VIEW OF HOUMA, BEFORE RITA 

ZODIAC AND LOTS OF CHOPPERS AT 
HOUMA LA.  RESPONDING TO EAA FLYIN 

TO SUPPORT KATRINA VICTIMS 



 

 

Being a low time VFR pilot, I was very intimi-
dated when I suddenly found myself flying to-
ward a wall of huge thunderstorms. I contacted 
DeRider’s FSS and they very calmly told me to 
deviate north about 20 miles and fly around the 
seemingly harmless stationary cluster of thun-
derstorms. So I did. 

Once closer to Houma, the weather improved 
and now I was once again excited and eager to 
get to my destination. Even though I could not 
see any damage from the air, I could appreciate 
the vast low-lying areas full of water and marsh. 
It’s no wonder that all this area was so vulner-
able to Katrina’s storm surge. Finally at 11:20 
A.M., I landed at Houma. Once I taxied to the 
EAA’s location at Houma’s Airport, I was re-
ceived by a number of chapter members, all 
wearing navy blue shirts and orange hats. As 
I opened the canopy, I realized I was the cen-
ter of attention of not only a large number of 
chapter members, but also news reporters 
and a local TV crew. Boy! I never thought I 
would get so much publicity. After unloading 
the aircraft and doing a couple of interviews, I 
dissipated into the crowd looking for “food”. 
The next couple of hours I enjoyed a ham-
burger in the company of several chapter 
members, doing what we do best…. talking 
about building airplanes! I have to say 
“kudos” for all members of chapter 513 for 
their excellent efforts in making this fly-in so 
successful. A total of 3,000 lbs of supplies 
were flown from many locations throughout 
the country, some as far as Tennessee, Flor-
ida and off course, Texas. That day I flew al-
most 1,000 miles, my longest trip so far in my 
Zodiac XL, and by far the most rewarding as 
a pilot.  
 
Alex Roca: EAA 706421. 

http://www.houmatoday.com/ 

http://www.eaa.org/communications/eaanews/05
0919_houma.html 

Ed Hergot is an unassuming man who loves to 
spotlight those around him, especially his long-
time friend, Harlan Tibbitts.   Like a superb stage 
manager whose experience and knowledge is 
so valuable Ed has directed his life with a “let’s 
do it” attitude.   Whether maneuvering his plane 
to soar like an eagle or tinkering in his hanger 
next door to his ninety-one year-old “Flight 
Buddy” Harlan, Ed puts his heart into it.  For 
twenty years they have shared adventures and 
honors together.  For example, “In 2003 and in 
2004, Harlan and I attended the Michigan Tour 
and came away with two honors (1) the longest 
distance piloted to attend the event, (2) the old-
est pilots in attendance” he proudly recalls.   At 

ninety -five years of age Ed is a prime example 
of looking great by being young at heart. “I also 
have an airplane in Devine, Texas.  My Bellanca 
Viking was sold in June, 2005.  Then there’s my 
Cessna which is now in the process of being 
sold,” he says.   CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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HURRICANE RELIEF  ALEX ROCCA Ed Hergot— Pilot Extraordinaire 



 

 

Knowing the ins and outs of his planes has kept 
him way ahead of the game.  It could have been 
the dual type of education he had in his early 
years in northern Illinois developed his sharp 
mind.  “When I was in school we had our morn-
ing lessons in German and then the afternoon 
lessons were in English.  So I learned to speak 
fluent German.  By the time my children went to 
school things had changed and foreign lan-
guage was no longer a mandatory 
requirement.  Only one of my children 
learned German.  Times change and 
sometimes things regress,” he says 
in retrospect.   As Ed enjoyed a 
scrumptious meal of Jambalaya pre-
pared by the Kindred family for him 
and his fellow club members at Run-
way 35, he informed those around 
him that he would be relocating to 
California by the end of September, 
2005.  “My daughter has asked that I 
go stay at her house and keep an 
eye on it for her,” he said.   His role 
as a protective father called for him to 
head west.  There he also has a son 
to share his memories and his days 
with.  As Ed watches the sunsets far off in the 
Pacific he can reminisce about the contented life 
he has enjoyed and the many friends whose 
lives he has enhanced.  

One club member spoke for the rest, “You’ll 
never be far from us because you’ll always be in 
our hearts and in our thoughts.  No distance will 
ever change that. You are one of us.” With great 
admiration and respect we watch as our eldest 
Eagle glides westward.  He earned his feathers, 
logging one hour of flying at a time.  And now 
we salute Ed Hergot for showing us all that 
every day is a new opportunity to live life to the 
fullest.   

      

Harlan Tibbitts is the sole survivor of the first 
EAA club of Hanger 10 at Stinson Air Field in 
San Antonio, Texas.  The year was 1954.  At 
ninety-one years of age he is also the second 
oldest pilot at Runway 35 and a boni fide eyewit-
ness to peace.   

“When I joined Hanger 10 at Stinson Air Field 
there were four members: Burt, the president, 
Loren our secretary, Hardy Canon and Winches-

ter.  Burt would get recruits from the flying 
school but they would finish the classes and be 
off to other places.  I hung around and am still 
here.  But that’s not to say I didn’t venture from 
time to time.   Overall, Burt loved the fact that I 
stored so much stuff in his ‘barn’ because I 
would give him a lot of parts.   I had a DC-3 and 
parts at one time.   Then there was the B25 that 
I bid on at Kelly.    Somehow what was mine 
seemed to migrate towards Burt a lot.  We were 
good friends,” he says with a smile as he recalls 
those times.   

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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Ed Hergot— Pilot Extraordinaire Harlan Tibbitts— Eyewitness to Peace 



 

 

“I’m originally from Oklahoma.  There was a 
small airfield two miles from our home.  Even 
before I could walk my spirit would soar every 
time I’d hear a plane overhead. Later I’d run all 
the way just to see planes land.  Five dollars 
($5.00) was the going rate for a ride.  I didn’t 
dare ask my father for that kind of money.  I 
knew five dollars was enough to feed a family 
for weeks.   It would be years before I’d fly 

The first time I landed in San Antonio I thought it 
was a dirty little town.  My attitude didn’t change 
much on my second visit when I was shipped 
here with the military.  War has a way of chang-
ing lives and putting things into perspective,” he 
says. 

“I was sent to the Philippines and the Manila 
Theater.  I arrived one day after General MacAr-
thur made his return visit.   And I was in the front 
crowd as an eyewitness when the Japanese 
commander handed his sword to General Mac-
Arthur.  That was the instant that marked the 
point of surrender and the end of World War II.” 

He pauses for a few seconds of contemplation 
as if saying a silent prayer and then continues, 
“On the second day after the war was over my 
orders sent me to Okinawa for a year of post-
war duty.”  Harlan shifts positions and then con-
tinues, “Then it was back to the Philippines.  My 
year of duty there would change my life forever.  
I met Lillian, a half-American half-Pilipino 
woman. We married and were blessed with a 
daughter and with fifty-one years of compan-
ionship as we shared our lives as residents of 
San Antonio.  She preferred the demographics 
and climate here.   My return to San Antonio 
with Lillian gave me a new love for the city.  

Shortly after I returned to my second overseas 
tour of military service I was involved in a car 
accident.  The road was icy and my jeep slid 
under a semi truck.  After forty to fifty feet of 

sliding the semi hit my jeep and I burned both of 
my legs.   My rehabilitation was in San Antonio.  
I haven’t left since.”   

Harlan has owned about seventeen airplanes.  “I 
have owned a Taylor Craft that had skid wheels 
on back, a Cessna AW, a Moonie Mite and an 
Aero Commander. Then there are several Bo-
nanzas, and Culvert Vs.  The list includes a 
Funk and a Piper Comanche.  Last but not least 
are the Tomahawks.   I love fixing up planes,” he 
says with a twinkle in his eyes.  “I did aircraft 
maintenance in the Air Force for nine years.  
That experience served me well later in life.”   

As far as future plans are concerned Harlan 
says," I am thinking of designing an Ultralite with 
a platform so pilots like me can get in and out of 
the plane easily.   The plans will be easy to fol-
low with quickie parts and drive.”  

Survivors have a tenacity that allows them to 
circumvent obstacles and to squeeze all the 
juice out of life.   Even when that juice is some-
what bitter, survivors have that ingredient that 
sweetens the batch.   Harlan Tibbitts’ legacy is 
that of his Midas touch: he has restored the 
planes of the past as treasures for future gen-
erations.  
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Harlan Tibbitts— Eyewitness to Peace 
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From the President’s Desk    By Steve Carlson 

The September meeting has come and gone. 
Our speaker was to be Capt Matt Vandewalle, a 
pilot with the 68 Airlift Squadron, but he came 
down with a case of deployment. Just as I was 
trying to remember my best hand puppet animal 
act, Lew Mason came to the rescue with an old 
video tape featuring a well produced program on 
Lew’s Vari-EZ and interspersed with shots of 
member’s planes at various events, some dating 
back to the days of the Westside airport. This 
was a fun look back even if the picture quality 
was tasked by the passage of time. Thanks to 
Lew for stepping up in a jam. The meal was ably 
put together by Bob Kindred and his wife, Lu. 
They made an excellent bunch of Jambalaya.  

Raffle tickets continued to be sold for the  Icom 
radio that was generously donated by former 
chapter president Ted Eckhardt. This hand held 
portable will make an excellent back up radio in 
somebody’s flight bag, or it would also be great 
for monitoring air show activities or as a primary 
radio for an ultralight. Whatever you use it for, it’s 
a steal at 5 bucks for a chance to win it. 

We had another good EAA35 Builder’s Academy 
sponsored by Al Almond on the third Saturday. 
We had about seven builders this time.  The ac-
tual number is a bit vague because the line be-
tween builder and mentor is becoming blurred as 

the students 
become the 
teachers. This 
is the natural 
and highly de-
sired outcome 
of having this 
project. New 
members to 
our group 
were Michael Marcinik and Cliff Wedgeworth. 
These guys are former builders from when the 
project was at Warren High School. We are glad 
they have rejoined the group as they bring good 
experience and positive attitudes to the building 
process. Don Copeland was able to coordinate 
with these guys after school restarted in the fall. 
We also had new mentors join the group.  

Bob Severance (above) has joined us bring-
ing his experience as the builder of a Legal 
Eagle, and Frank and Christine have joined 
us from the UTSA PREP program.  
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