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By Joe ‘ISGAS’

| started taking flying lessons in the
middle of June during my summer
vacation. My instructor was W. M.
(Buddy) Norris, a 200 pound good
old Texas boy, who had spent
three years as a Civilian Flight In-
structor during the war and was the
manager of the Terry County Air-
port in the panhandle of Texas.
The training airplane was a 1940
model Piper J-3 Cub. This airplane
had a steerable tail wheel, but did
not have brakes. Buddy demanded
that all his students be able to
safely taxi an airplane without
brakes before he would let them
solo. He had also removed the
needle from the airspeed indicator.
He said all J-3 students needed to
fly by the feel, the sound and visual
references, and shouldn’t depend
on mechanical devices before they
were signed off to fly solo. He
would constantly remind me that
taxiing was only a method of “flying
on the ground” and you never tax-

lied faster than you could walk, and
J|you had to learn the difference in
~ the air between “flying and falling

without depending on an instru-
ment”.

The first seven lessons consisted
of what my log book lists as 3
hours and 45 minutes as “Straight
an level, Med turns, Med and steep
turns, Steep turns and rectangle

patterns, 360 degree turns, 180
degree and S turns, Power on and
power off stalls and two sessions
of left and right spins. | had no diffi-
culty with the air work.

Then for the next 4 hours and 20
minutes the LANDINGS started.
Since the log books in those days
did not keep track of the number of
landings, | have no idea how many
landings we shot during that last 4
hours and 20 minutes, but one
thing | remember for sure: | could
not land that Cub. | either flew it
into the ground and bounced ten
feet nose high or | stalled out 10-
15 above the ground, and he’'d
shout, “Power, power damnit”, or
“Get the nose down, damnit!, or
often, “Go around, go around dam-
nit!” I've often told people that |
thought that perhaps he had
changed my first name to Damnit.
After seven flights of doing nothing
but shooting landings, | just could-
n't land that Cub. Since we had no
flaps, | had learned earlier to slip to
lose altitude if I was too high, but
he wouldn’t allow me to add power
if I was too low on approach until
he yelled “GO AROUND DAMNIT".

Then one day my first landing was
perfect, and | shot landings for 35
minutes and couldn’t do anything
wrong. That Cub seemed to have
taken mercy on me, and just rolled
itself on the ground by itself. —»
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FIRST SOLO (CONTINUED)

(Continued from Page 1) During my next les-
son of full stop landings, as we rolled out on my
third perfect landing, Buddy suddenly opened
the swing up and down doors, spun around in
his seat and yelled at me, “Damn you! Stop this
thing and let me out of here before you finally kill
me!” With that he swung out of the plane as | sat
in the backseat in confused astonishment, then
he leaned over to me and added, “Let me see
you do that three more times. Then pick me up.
Now turn that thing around and I'll wait here.”

| thought, My God, he’s soloing me! | couldn’t
believe it. | reached out and closed the bottom
and top doors, and for the first time alone in a
plane, | slowly, carefully taxied the Cub back to
the beginning of the dirt landing strip. | was as-
tounded at how far away the windshield was,
and noted that | could see the entire instrument
panel for the first time since I'd been flying.

Okay, okay, | thought. Let’s do this right. Check
the mags. Left OK, Right OK, no traffic in the
pattern, straight on the runway, ease the throttle
to wide open, tach shows full power, keep
straight on the runway, slight forward pressure
on the stick to raise the tail, keep straight on the
runway.....GOOD GOD ALMIGHTY! I'M AL-
READY IN THE AIR! Get the nose down, dam-
nit. Okay, okay. Wow. Look at this thing climb
without that 200 pounds in the front seat. Adjust
the trim. Level out at 400 feet, check traffic, gen-
tle left hand cross wind turn. Climb to 800 feet,
gentle left hand turn, reduce power. Trim. Then
I’'m downwind, opposite the numbers. Carb heat
on. Reduce power to idle. Trim for glide, left turn
to base, left turn to final. Watch the speed, okay,
okay. Over the fence, slow down, flare, flare,
stick in the gut...straight down the runway,
wings level, wings level. 'M DOWN! Keep that
Stick back, off carb heat, ease throttle full for-
ward, tail up. Wow. Two more perfect landings
later and | was through..

| stopped at the end of the third landing and
turned the Cub around and opened the doors to
pick up Buddy, and taxied back to the hanger.
When we got out he complimented me on my
solo flight and signed off my learners permit, and
told me to go fly and have fun. | realized that this
was probably the only civil thing he had said to
me since | started my lessons.

| joyfully got back in the Cub, and did what he
told me to do. | went out and flew and had fun
on that 25th of July, 1945. | was 16 years old.
And I've been flying light airplanes and having
fun ever since.

Soon after that day when | first soloed, | moved
to San Antonio and never saw Buddy Norris
again. Sadly | never had a chance to thank him
for the wonderful gift he gave me. But | hear him
in my head every time | take off, every time | fly,
every time | land. | thank him. — Joe

Chapter 35 members enjoy a scrumptious Taco
Stew meal, thanks to Nancy Mason

Team Merlin makes progress on the Merlin GT
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PRESIDENT'S COCKPIT

By Dave Baker

The chapter's good fortune was enhanced
through the month of August with the sale of the
Tomahawk fuselage and some related stuff that
came with it. We still need to work on retiring the
Hangar note so | am open to ideas for fund rais-
ers so if you have any experience with that area
please see me or any of the other Chapter offi-
cers.

As announced earlier, there is a "re-grand open-
ing" at Hondo Army Airfield on Monday & Tues-
day, October 11th & 12th to celebrate the re-
cently finished upgrading of the runways, taxi-
ways, etc. On Monday there will be a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony at around 1:30-1:45pm and the
public as well as some dignitaries will be on
hand to celebrate this event. The "Texas Pride"
B-17 is also scheduled to arrive on Monday
around 12:00 noon. There will be a press flight
Monday afternoon and scheduled "remittance
flights" on Tuesday afternoon starting at 2:00,
then 4:00 and the last flight at 6:00pm. The
charge to experience this once in a lifetime joy is
only $425.00 so if you are interested contact
John Gibeau, Wing Commander at 830-741-
1162 and make your reservations. There will
also be ground tours of the B-17 during the
morning hours on Tuesday starting around
9:00am. | believe the charge for that is $5.00.
Hondo would like to have some more aircraft fly-
in on Monday so if you are available, fly on over
and help celebrate this event. All types of aircraft
are welcome.

The CAF Tex Hill Wing solicits our help with
crowd control on Tuesday. The starting time is
9:00am and could go on until around 6:00pm if
they get enough "paid” passengers to fill the
three flights. Please call me (210-410-9235) if
you are able to help on Tuesday and | will coor-
dinate this for the chapter.

We still need to rent out spaces in the Chapter's

hangar. We have three 10'W x 20'L spaces
available. These spaces rent for $50.00 per
month and are excellent for storing aircraft parts.
pieces for final assembly. We have a large num-
ber of tools available for your use at no addi-
tional charge so it is a very good deal for the
money.

Lew Mason is still looking for volunteers to finish
the ultra light aircraft so please help the chapter
out and lets get this finished for the chapter.

Now, we have sent out an e-mail for everyone to
"RSVP" for our Christmas Party Dinner. Our
menu is Rib Eye Steaks, gree beans, scalloped
potatoes, side salad, tea, water (and / or you fa-
vorite beverage BYOB). This entire meal will be
preparred on site right here at the clubhouse by
"JR's Country Cooking", a local caterer from
Hondo and his cooking is delicious. He has a
large fully contained cooking unit that he brings
here and they start preparing the meal so that it
is served hot when we request it to be (6:00pm).
The price is only $25.00 per person and we
need you committment to be here so we can
give a head count to the caterer. Please call Gall
Scheidt at 210-688-3210, Dave Baker at 210-
410-9235 and tell us how many will be in your
party. We only have enough room for approxi-
mately 70 people her in the clubhouse so call
now if you haven't already done so. We will
need your payment by December 1st PLEASE
because we will have to give a large deposit to
the caterer.

There will not be elections this year for officers
of the Chapter because our by-laws call for offi-
cers to be elected for TWO year terms so we will
not have elections until 2011 so you are stuck
with your present officers (unless you want to
"impeach me!")

Please call to RSVP for the Christmas Dinner if
you have not already done so. Thank you, Dave
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NEWSCLIPS

RANGER AIRFIELD FLY-IN
By Jared Calvert

My last Ranger Airfield Fly-In is October 16. Grill
on at 11:30. Please RSVP to me by email or
254 433 1267.

| am planning to depart Ranger Feb/Mar 2011.
Ranger, and more specifically Ranger Airfield,
has been my home for almost 20 years. | was
fortunate to grow up at one of Texas' oldest and
most original airfields. There | went from a kid
who dreamed about being a pilot and aircraft
owner to one living the dream and more. In re-
gard to increasing the public's awareness of the
field to help ensure its future, founding the
Ranger Fly-In & Airshow is an accomplishment |
am proud of. With the help and generosity of
high-quality aerobatic performers it has grown
from just 50 airplanes in 2008, to 93 in 2009 and
most recently 162 airplanes this past Memorial
Day weekend.

While my departure concerns some that want to
see the event continue, a number of volunteers
have come forward to help see that it not only
continues but occurs bigger and better for years
to come. In particular, National Aerobatic Cham-
pion, David Martin, has offered to handle the
FAA's waiver and airshow portion of the event
while the Ranger Lions Club has taken over the
meals and most other organizing matters. My
role will be to invite you, the pilot. | hope you will
continue to mark the Fly-In & Airshow on your
calendar and plan to attend any other events
that will be held at the airfield. Its future depends
on it.

It's been a pleasure so far, and I'm looking for-
ward to the future.

http://www.rangerairfield.org

B-17 BOOKS AVAILABLE
By Doc Hecker

For those who might be interested, | have cop-
ies of 3 books by Ron Mackay (Chesire, Eng-
land) published by Schiffer for sale. Profit will
be donated to the GCW, CAF B-17 "Texas
Raiders" maintenance fund. The titles are:

1) 381st BG at Ridgewell, England ($60),
2) Firstin the Field - 1st AD, 8th AF ($65), and
3) Third in Line - 3rd AD, 8th AF ($70).

| can ship any title for $10 S/H, or bulk deliver
to EAA Chapter 35. Let me know!

— Doc

OKTOBERFEST MEAL
By Gail Scheidt

October 10th is Oktoberfest time. Sausage and
Kraut will be served at 5:30 pm. Please bring
any potluck item that you would like to share.

November 13, when the weather turns cooler is
a great time for a chili cook off. Look for infor-
mation in the November's newsletter.

December 11, time to have fun and enjoy a
great meal. CHRISTMAS PARTY AND DIN-
NER

Reservations are now being accepted by Dave
Baker at flyaerosport@sbcglobal.net or Gail
Scheidt gailps@att.net ,

phone # 210-688-3210

Thanks to Nancy Mason for the September
meal.

Thanks to all EAA members that have helped
with the EAA meals this year.

— Gail P Scheidt
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MORTALITY IN ARMY AVIATION -1914

In this multi-part series, Ron Paduh presents a unique view into the then-new endeavor of heavier-than-air flight.
From the earliest days comes a sobering analysis of flight accidents, their causes, and their unfortunate results.
This historical perspective reveals that while much more is known today about weather, materials, aerodynamics,
and human factors, we continue to make the same mistakes.

This is article 5 of 12, to be published each month covering the first 11 fatal aircraft accidents in
the Army 1908 — 1914. Each month will be a different accident and the last month will be a gen-
eral discussion of all 11 accidents. This information comes from a copy of an original letter from
the Signal Corps to the Chief of Staff.

Accident No. 5:
Extract from Proceedings of Board of Officers, San Diego, California, April 22, 1913:
From these affidavits and statements of eye-witnesses the following decision was reached:

Lieut. Brereton left the hangers about 10:30 A.M. April 3, 1913, piloting the flying boat, No. 15,
with Lieut. Chandler as passenger who accompanied him for the purpose of learning the con-
trols of this machine.

At time of departure, the wind was blowing fairly strongly and somewhat unsteadily, and so-
called “puffs” were particularly bad in the vicinity of Point Loma. The bay near the place of the
accident is subject at times to treacherous gust from the ravines on Point Loma which appar-
ently converge there, making even sailing as well as flying difficult in that particular part.

Flying into the wind Lieut. Brereton attempted a right turn to start returning. When the turn was
partially completed, a sudden gust of wind struck the machine, augmenting the amount of its
bank to such a degree that despite every effort on part of the pilot to regain control, that it slid
inward and downward falling about 100 feet into 30 feet of water. Apparently the nose and right
wing struck simultaneously. The forward portion of the boat was splintered and separated from
the rear but the planes hold up the wreckage. Lieut. Brereton was thrown out and escaped with
little injury but Lieut. Chandler, sitting on the right, was pinned beneath the wreckage and
drowned before help arrived. Each man wore helmet and “non-sinkable” coats, and Lieut. Brere-
ton probably owes his escape from serious injury in part at least to his helmet as both received
serious blows on the head.

The machine was almost completely wrecked. The engine was not damaged to any extent, and
other saved parts were: one aileron, the stabilizer, and the rear section of the boat.

The Board is of the opinion that the accident was due to bad atmospheric conditions, aggra-
vated by natural sluggishness of the flying boat in answering its controls. It considers no person
responsible for the accident.

The two senior members of the board are of the opinion that had the accident occurred to a
standard hydro-aeroplane, both pilot and passenger might have been thrown clear of the wreck-
age and escaped serious injury.

Probable Cause of Accident: Bad atmospheric conditions.
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1928 CURTISS HAWK RESTORATION

By Mark Julicher

A few minor tweak are left to finish, but it goes
on the truck to Quantico,Virginia tomorrow.

Enjoy these. The next photos will have to be
taken in the National Museum of the Marine
Corps.
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CHILI COOKOFF COMING UP

By Jim Feighny
Heads Up Chili Cooks:

November is our annual chili cook off and this year we will add some extra incentives for all
you Food Network fans. So get started on your favorite recopies and have some fun with
this event.

We will have three categories of Chili:

Traditional: Meat, seasoning and gravy. No beans, pasta, chips or other fillers of any kind.
Fusion: Meats, seasoning, gravy and beans, pastas, add-ons allowed.

Vegetarian: If you have to ask...

How much to make?

Leave them wanting more: About 1 quart, about the amount in a standard crock pot, sauce pan,
etc. We will poll for the number of participants as we get close to the date, and will have a back up
plan for about 50 guests.

Judging:
We will have two or three guest judges to decide the Grand Champion.
There will be a Peoples Choice Champion.

Criteria: Traditional Category is as follows: Think ACRTA when testing your recipe.
1. AROMA - Chili should smell appetizing.

2. CONSISTENCY - Chili should be a smooth combination of meat and gravy.

3. RED COLOR - Chili should look appetizing.

4. TASTE - Chili should taste good.

5. AFTERTASTE - Chili should leave a pleasant taste after swallowing.

Prizes:

TBD but so far we are looking at 10 gal 100LL at Hondo, Ride to T-82 in a Stinson. More to follow
on this.

Jim Feighny
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CONTACTS LIST

POSITION NAME PHONE EMAIL
PRESIDENT DAVE BAKER 210.688.3358 iflyaerosport@sbcglobal.net
VICE PRESIDENT JAMES FEIGHNY 210.834.6906 jfeighny@satx.rr.com
SECRETARY DENNIS SCHEIDT 210.688.3210 decszr7s@att.net
TREASURER DEE BRAME 210.493.5512 deeb@satx.rr.com
AT LARGE (B) BRAD DOPPELT 210.380.2025 brad_doppelt@yahoo.com
AT LARGE (B) RON O'DEA 210.488.5088 r2av8r@yahoo.com
AT LARGE (B) RON PADUH 210.380.3836 rpaduh@att.net
PAST PRESIDENT (B) DAN CERNA 210.688.9345 dcerna@att.net
PAST PRESIDENT (B) LEW MASON 210.688.9072 lewnan@sbcglobal.net
PAST PRESIDENT (B) JOHN LATOUR 830.612.2232 latourjohn@att.net
BOARD ADVISOR JOHN KILLIAN 830.438.9799 jmkillian1@gmail.com
CHAIRPERSON NAME PHONE EMAIL

AIR ACADEMY
YOUNG EAGLES
BUILDER'S ACADEMY
FACILITIES
REFRESHMENTS
GROUNDS
SUPPLIES
MEMBERSHIP
NEWSLETTER
HANGAR

WEBSITE

TOOL CRIB
PUBLIC AFFAIRS
FLYING START
COUNTRY STORE
FLIGHT ADVISORS

TECHNICAL
COUNSELORS

MAARTEN VERSTEEG
BRAD DOPPELT
BOB SEVERANCE
JOHN KUHFAHL
GAIL SCHEIDT
NANCY MASON
FREDA JONES

RON O’DEA

ED SEURER

DAN CERNA

BOB SEVERANCE
JOHN KUHFAHL
BILL BARTLETT
BRAD DOPPELT
DANNY & ROXANNE BEAVERS
MARK JULICHER
RON O'DEA

RB ‘DOC’ HECKER
PAUL MCREYNOLDS
BRAD DOPPELT
JOHN KUHFAHL

RB ‘DOC’ HECKER
MARK JULICHER

210.256.8972
210.380.2025
210.889.0472
210.365.0120
210.862.4396
210.688.9072
210.485.3982
210.488.5088
210.885.1160
210.688.9345
210.889.0472
210.365.0120
210.494.7194
210.380.2025
830.931.9053
210.382.0840
210.488.5088
210.391.1072
210.363.1434
210.380.2025
210.365.0120
210.391.1072
210.382.0840

maarten.versteeg@sbcglobal.net
brad_doppelt@yahoo.com
sapropbuster@satx.rr.com
johnkuhfahl@yahoo.com
gailps@att.net
lewnan@sbcglobal.net
eaa35supplies@gmail.com
r2av8r@yahoo.com
eaa35news@gmail.com
dacerna@att.net
sapropbuster@satx.rr.com
johnkuhfahl@yahoo.com
bartlettsat@gmail.com
brad_doppelt@yahoo.com
dbeavers@txun.net
mjulicher@earthlink.net
r2av8r@yahoo.com
tcflyingdoc@yahoo.com
pmcreynolds@satx.rr.com
brad_doppelt@yahoo.com
johnkuhfahl@yahoo.com

tcflyingdoc@yahoo.com

mjulicher@earthlink.net
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CHAPTER CALENDAR
June 12 Annual Picnic / Fly-in San Geronimo 11:00am to 2:00pm
Hamburgers / Hotdogs
June 19 Young Eagles Flying San Geronimo 9:00am
Pilots and volunteers needed
July 10 Program: Lew Mason “Thoughts on a First Flight” Dinner @ 5:30
Meeting @ 6:30
17 Captain Bill's Aero Event
24 —
Aug 1 Air Adventure at OSH
Aug 14 Program: Mike Jordan FAASTEAM Program Manager Dinner @ 5:30
Meeting @ 6:30
Sept 11 Program: Norris Warner Presents the Bush Caddy Dinner @ 5:30
Meeting @ 6:30
Captain Bill's Aero Event
18 Young Eagles Flying 9:00 AM
Pilots & Volunteers Needed
Oct 9 Program: J Braun, “L-19 Down on Glacier — WWII Dinner @ 5:30
Meeting @ 6:30
Nov 13 Program: Nelson Amen, Solar / Alternate Energy for Your Hangar - - Design and Installation
Dinner @ 5:30
Meeting @ 6:30
EVENTS CALENDAR
Dates Event Name Location Distance
Oct 8- 9, 2010 Texas Antique Fly-In Gainesville, TX 301 miles
Oct 9 -10, 2010 CAF 2010 Air Show (Air Show) Midland, TX 262 miles
Oct 16, 2010 Cannon Field Open house / Fly-in San Antonio, TX 25 miles
Oct 30 2010 5th Saturday Fly-In Cleburne, TX 212 miles
Nov 6 2010 Veterans Day Open House and Barnstormer Fly In ~ Gilmer, TX 316 miles

Aviation Calendar of Events web sites

Aero Vents
EAA
Fly-in calendar

Fly-ins

http://AeroVents.com

ELECTRONIC EDITION

http://mww.eaa.org/calendar | This newsletter is also available online and in

http://www.flyincalendar.com

color. Please visit the following URL:
http://www.eaa35.0rg/ENL/Oct _10/Oct_10.pdf

http://www.flyins.com
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WANTED AND FOR SALE

Instructor Available. Chapter member Bob
Cabe has recertified his CFI & CFIl. Available to
EAAers for BFR’s. (210) 493-7223.

For Aircraft Hangar Rentals at San Geronimo
Airpark, please call Dan Cerna (210) 688-9345,
Dave Baker (210) 410-9235 or Dennis Scheidt
(210) 688-3210

FOR SALE: Fun Flying RANS S18 Stinger Il
Award Winner, Rotax
912UL, 80 hp, NEW,
54 hrs/tach, $27,000
firm, Jim Havens,
(210)680-7882 home,
(210) 347-2455 CP

FOR RENT: EAA Chapter 35 Hangar Space.
Rent a 10' x 20" space & get free use of hangar
Equipment & tooling. Please call John Kuhfahl
(210) 365-0120

FOR SALE: Thundergull 2000. Single seat,
20ft aluminum
wing, composite
fuselage, Rotax
503 oil injected
with 360 hrs
TTAF, 3 blade

Warp drive prop, ten gallon fuel tank, aluminum

Hagar wheels. Basic instrumentation / EIS, ASI ,

ALT, COMPASS, ICOM radio, 150ft or less take

off/ landing, cruise is 90 mph, stall full flaps

35mph, excellent visibility and handles like a

fighter for only $14,000. Contact John Behrendt

at jpehrendt82@aol.com or call (210) 643-1417

FOR SALE: Breezy 1/4 Fractional Ownership.
Contact John Latour at 830 612.-2232

FOR SALE: 5x8 Enclosed
Trailer. Licensed, Cargo
Door, Good Tires, $1850.00
OBO, Brian Goode (727)
709-1159

FOR SALE: 1976 Beechcraft Sundowner C-23
180 TTA&E-2203
Compression all in
the 70's. Oil analysis
shows no significant
wear. KTM MX 170
Digital Nav/Coms,
King ADF, King

KT78 Trans w/ New Encoder, 3 LMB/ ILS, VOR,

STS Loran, great useful load (870Lbs). 9 GPH,

120 MPH. Asking $25,000. Dave Baker

(210) 410-9235

FOR SALE:1998 RV 6A, 260 TTA&E (since re-
built on engine), Lyc
0320 (150hp), Sen-
senich Fixed Prop,
sliding canopy, Nav/
Com w/ VOR, 2 GPS
units, dual head-
sets,18 gal, 6gph @
150mph. Flies regularly. Hangared at 8T8- $
45K. Dale Shaw (210) 826-4395
FOR SALE: 1968 Cessna 172K $32,000, 1200
SMOH. 6000 TTAF.
GPS, King ADF, digi-
tal clock, power flow
[ exhaust produces
10-15 additional
horsepower. Climbs
The aircraft has special wing tips and gap seals.
Contact Robert Tagle at (562) 686-6857
FOR SALE: E-LSA R-80 Bush Caddy, 120 hp
Jabiru. PRICE RE-
DUCED! $49,500.
side by side taildrag-
ger with seaplane
doors Will demo
and check out buyer,
but no tire kickers, please. Contact Norris War-

MX300 radios, IFR
1200 ft/min.135 miles per hour in level cruise.

All-metal, two place,
ner, 210-363-1282 or e-mail njwarner@hctc.net.
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Please support those businesses that support YOUR local EAA chapter. Thanks! I

When Do You Meet?

Second Saturday of the Month
October 9th

Program: Julius Braun, L-19 Down On
Glacier—WWII

Dinner @ 5:30
Meeting @ 6:30

Please Read This...Please note that, as always, in the past, present, or future, any communication issued by the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 35, regard-
less of form, format, and/or media used, which includes, but it not limited to this newsletter and audio/video recordings, any digital formats including any EAA Chapter 35
website, is presented solely for the purpose of providing a clearinghouse of ideas, opinions, and personal accounts. Anyone using the aforementioned does so at their
own risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed or implied and you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done as a
matter of information only and does not constitute approval, control, involvement, sponsorship or direction or any event local or otherwise.
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