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A couple of our members have spent
a good portion of the summer camp-
ing in the high and dry country of the
west and north west. Again, the sim-
ple pleasures of setting up a camp
site and making yourself comfortable

just find that they have done the hard
work and you can get your partner
and plane ready to go the good
places that they found on this trip
through the west.

Their notes continue on the next page

MEETINGNOTES
DINNER @ 5:30
MEETING @7

PRESENTER:

Capt. Vandewalle: 433AW

while flying to various sites is not for
the fainthearted or the disorganized.
It is a great way to spend the better
part of a couple of months though as
you will see from the notes sent by
these two aviators. It may take a little
work on your part, but | wanted to
share their notes with all the chapter
members and who knows, you may

and | will include a couple of pages in
the next few Chapter Newsletters.

Thanks in advance for their effort in
keeping us up to date and sharing this
travel tale with us.

if
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Western U.S. Adventure in a Cessna 185
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FrOm the PreS| dent’ S DeSl( By Steve Carlson

Robert Belz...great presentation
and in power point too!!
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FrOm the PreS| dent’ S DeSl( By Steve Carlson

STEVE BACKED UP BY THE RAFFLE
TICKET SELLING AND SPRING
BREAK TEAM
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CHAPTER NEWS
Bill Bartlett, Vice President

Last month’s pro-
gram featured Ed
Benson presenting
our Scholarship stu-
dent Robert Belz.
Ed was assisted by
Robert’s father Mi-
chael and several
Aviation Explorers.
This Program gave
us a good view of
what EAA-35 is all
about. Robert Belz

represented our
Chapter at EAA very well.

Please let me know what you think of an all-day
event including a “poker run”; “spot-landing”;
BBQ); and perhaps “strategic flour bombs”. Any-
one interested in an “Aero-Rama”?

Well summer is about over, daylight flying will be
limited by shorter days, kids are back in school,
holidays are around the corner, and our Christ-
mas Party is scheduled for September 10, 2005.
Get your tickets early; | believe that we are lim-
ited to 80 since our party will be at the Chapter’s
clubhouse.

Building my Zenith Zodiac 601 XL —

This month | built my center console. Also, | re-
moved all instruments from the panel so | can
paint the panel gray. | took some time off to

help a friend accomplish some low voltage resi-
dential wiring for his company.

Jim Munro has contacted me and will provide
the much needed expertise to fix my audio prob-
lems.

| expect to receive the Fire Wall Forward (FWF)
kit from Jabiru USA soon. It was ordered over
three months ago from Jabiru. Then the fun be-
gins. I'll tweak all the “blasted” parts that need it
and hopefully add the Jabiru 3300A engine. bb
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Julius Braun Brigadier General, USA, Ret.
By Alice Jacobson

Behind every great man are stories worth writing;
stories that interlace the fabric of history to
weave a tapestry of life’s masterpiece. These
are the priceless treasures each great man pos-
sesses. The stories of Julius Braun’s life are a
fountain of wisdom, harnessed for the betterment
of mankind.

He was the second child born to the Braun fam-
ily. The year was 1924 and he was stamped
“Army Issue” from the start because he was sec-
ond generation military. “Dad served in World
War | and in World War 1l and received the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross (DSC) for both. My
dad set the pattern for my life.”

As a result of career choice, the family traveled
extensively and was exposed to different cul-
tures. The most fascinating memories are of his
three-year stay in China. He was six when he ar-
rived in China and says “I found that my stay set
the tenor for the rest of my life. The inquisitive
side of me was awakened. Memories stayed
with me because Dad was an avid photographer
and took pictures of all of our experiences. | can
still enjoy China through the memories captured
on film.” Itisn’t everyday that a child can say,
“The future Chinese Ambassador to the United
Nations was my neighbor,” and have the pictures
to prove it.

As a kid he set four goals for himself: (1) become
an Eagle Scout, (2) design, build and fly his own
plane, (3) become a general, (4) find the right
woman, marry and raise a family. He managed
to reach all of his goals during his life. Perhaps
the fact that he is a genius at dreaming up con-
cepts and implementing them to a successful end
has a lot to do with it. Then there’s his optimistic
outlook on life. “I asked for every assignment
and job and | enjoyed each one.

Even as a youngster barely out of seventh grade,
he would hang around the base airfield to grasp
the mechanics of it all. “My first airplane ride was
in 1938 in a single engine DART 2-place. |
thought to myself, this is GREAT! | was sold on
becoming a naval aviator, but bad eyes cancelled
that ticket. So, in 1944 | went to a little airfield off
base and learned to fly. That was 61 years ago
and I'm still flying. The “Pup” is my favorite. It's
like a J-3 Cub.”

Julius Braun took part in the Battle of the Bulge.
“It was so cold and the snow was so deep. We

had to succeed.” History has documented that
success.

Never in his wildest dreams did he think that after
the war he would be working side by side with
the German rocket scientist Dr.von Braun putting
their knowledge to work as space pioneers to-
wards space exploration.

Great men are the acorns of humanity and be-
come memorable leaders. They teach us about
the beauty of life through their example as per
the stories that make up their life.

Alice
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New Members—Jim and Mary Ann Schlattman

CHAPTER NEWS

New members Jim & Mary Ann Schlatt-

man joined at SWRFI.

They found our Chapter from our EAA35.0rg _ _
website, downloaded Data Form and presented it Glide Ratio - 10:1

to us at our SWRFI Chapter 35
“Lemonade Stand” along with
their membership dues.

My Sky Ranger has the Rotax
912S engine which is rated at
100 hp and the kit is imported
from France. | am the second
owner and the org owner put the
kit together. When | bought the
plane and finally got it flown to
San Antonio from Wisconsin in
April, the plane had 157 hours
upon it's arrival. Since then |
have got it "N" numbered
(Experimental-AB) and now |
have about 193 hours TT flying
out of Kitty Hawk (TS67).

Approach Speed - 50-55 mph
Stall Speed - 36 mph Full Flaps

Specs are as follows:

Wing Span - 31 Feet

Empty Weight - 615 Ibs

Max Takeoff Weight - 1,212 Ibs
Payload - 597 Ibs

Fuel Capacity - 21Gal US (Hi-Test-
auto fuel)

VNE - 130 MPH

Cruise Speed - 105 MPH @ 5500
RPM (I usually run about 4400 RPM
and it gives me about 75-80 MPH)

Climb Rate - (at gross) - 1200fpm
Takeoff Roll - (at gross) - 300 feet
Landing Roll - 250 - 300 feet
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Airgait SalesPdio—OrneMaeTimg

Many of you have heard me expound over the years
about areal need to have a set of reliable aircraft
scales available. I've weighed (and run the numbersto
arrive a the C.G.) on at least a dozen aircraft--and I've
rarely been satisfied that my weights were spot on.
Why? The scales we were forced to use--and the un-
fortunate fact that frequently, only one scale was
available.

Some folks think that electronic bathroom scales are
fine, but on all that I've seen, the scale "on" button
must be tapped before putting weight on it. On all but
the lightest aircraft, that means lowering a jacked-up
aircraft to the scale very quickly after pressing the but-
ton. And then | find varying weights displayed.

When we are able to borrow a set of platform
(Fairbanks-Morse type) scales, sometimes we find we
can't get under the wing (on alow-wing aircraft) to
reach awheel. And when you can, if you only have
one set of scales, you must perfectly level the air-
plane--twice--to be certain to get true weights. My ex-
perience is that it takes a surveyor's level to achieve
this necessary degree of accuracy.

A year or so ago, | got agroup of EAA members
(nearly all are Chapter 35 members) together--call it a
Co-op--to buy a state-of-the-art, electronic scale set.
This set has a pad for each wheel, is accurate to 1/10
of 1 %, and has a digital read-out for each wheel--plus
it gives total weight. And yes, the scales are calibrated
and certified. The first airplane we weighed was the
Kolb Slingshot of lan Heritch, and it was truly aten-
minute job for a small, happy crew.

When | contacted all chapter members about joining
this co-op ownership, | got about 40 “yes’ replies, and
we each ended up paying alittle over $35.

Early on in my telephone survey, one of the respond-
ers suggested that anyone who had had the opportu-
nity to be part of this"co-op" and turned the offer
down still could use the scales at a later date-but only
with a donation to Chapter 35 of double the join-in
fee. And sothat istherule. (Of course, recent join-
ersto Chapter 35 are afforded the same privilege).

Herethen isasummary of the" Co-op's’ rules:

1. The set will be kept a San Geronimo, at Don
Woodham's hangar/home.

2. Chapter 35 will, in perpetuity, oversee the sign-out
of the set, but ownership resides in the Co-op.

3. Co-op members may use the set on any airplane
that they own, or own a portion of, a no cost.

4. Damage to the set caused by misuse or carelessness
will be corrected by the member involved.

5. Any non-Co-op member (but EAA member) desir-
ing to use the set can ask a member to check the set
out and assist in the weighing of the non-member air-
craft. That non-member will donate twice the enroll-
ment fee to EAA Chapter 35 ($70.00).

Remember, safe flight beginswith a known center
of gravity!
(Phone Norris at 830.510.4334 or niwarner@ev1.net.

Don Woodham can be reached at 210.688.3052 (C)
210.884.6208 or div@idworld.net Norris Warner
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